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ROAD TO NOWHERE
KATIE HOGAN '09/The Cowl
In the months before their graduation, members of the class of 2006 were asked to donate money to receive a commemora­
tive brick engraved with their name and year. The bricks would form a walkway known as “Providence College Memory 
Lane.” The project has still not been completed, leading to confusion in the Office of Institutional Advancement.
Class of2006 senior giving project still unfinished
by Joe Miller ’10
Asst. News Editor
M
ore than 16 months after 
members of the class of 
2006 were given the chance 
to purchase commemora­
tive bricks for a new campus walkway, the 
project remains incomplete and students 
have been left looking for answers.
The senior giving project, entitled 
“Providence College Memory Lane,” was 
to be made of customized bricks featuring 
students’ names and class years. Students 
were asked to donate a portion of their 
freshman fee to fund the project.
While the walkway would not be com­
pleted by commencement day, it was 
announced that construction would be fin­
ished in June 2006. Over a year later, there 
is still no sign of the project on campus.
Meghan Welsh ’06 made the requested 
donation in the spring of her senior year, 
and on several occasions since her gradua­
tion has attempted to ascertain the status of 
the walkway.
“1 understand that campus construction 
projects take time and planning, but a 
multi-million dollar fitness center has been 
built since the class of 2006 graduated,” 
she said. “There has been ample time to set 
the bricks in the ground. It’s just a matter 
of making the project a priority.”
In November 2006, Welsh was told that 
construction would not take place over the 
winter because of the ground being frozen, 
but was assured by the alumni office that 
the bricks would be in place by spring. 
When she visited campus again in June, no 
progress had been made.
Between June and September, Welsh left 
three phone messages with the alumni 
office inquiring about any updates on the 
progress; none of these calls were returned. 
In early September, she was finally able to 
speak with a representative from the office 
of institutional advancement.
While speaking with Welsh, Amy 
Bostock Laprey, director of annual giving, 
cited substantial personnel turnover within 
the department as well as poor communi­
cation as reasons for the project’s lack of 
progress. At one point, she told Welsh, 
Your phone call was what alerted me to 
this problem” and admitted to being “in the 
dark” about the situation.
When asked about a timetable for com­
pletion, Laprey said, “I juSt don’t have that 
information for you right now, but I assure 
you that I’ll be reminding them that this
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Unity Week 
Offers 
Variety of 
Events and 
Activities
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Staff
Board of Multicultural Student Affairs 
(BMSA) sponsored Unity Week at 
Providence College from Sept. 29 to Oct. 
4. The week was filled with events 
designed to bring students 
UNITY closer together with each 
WEEK other and the surrounding 
community.
“I think it is important to bring various 
segments of our campus community 
together to enhance the quality of unity 
and diversity at Providence College and to 
strengthen the bonds between the College 
and both the local and global community,” 
said Dr. Edward Twyman, dean of multi­
cultural affairs. “Demographics are chang­
ing and it is important that we continue to 
enhance the diversity of our faculty, staff 
and student population."
The week started with a community 
cleanup on Saturday, Sept. 29. Those from 
the PC community and local residents 
united to clean up the neighborhood. 
Students met at the Huxley Gates at 8:30 
a.m. for the project.
“Approximately 130 campus (Urban 
Action, BMSA, Multicultural Scholarship 
Program, faculty members and other stu-
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Peterson 
Spaces Up 
For Grabs
CAMPUS
NEWS
by Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff
The opening of the new Concannon 
Fitness Center has led to vacancies in the 
old Peterson Recreation Center. Various 
clubs and departments on campus are now 
vying for the remaining 
spaces in Peterson. The 
available spaces are also 
allowing the College to 
shift some offices and expand others.
The first move, according to Mark 
Rapoza, assistant vice president for facili­
ties planning and capital projects, was the 
moving of a varsity laundry room to the 
old equipment room of Alumni Hall. The 
move was deemed necessary, as the 
Concannon Fitness Center blocked the 
vents of the old laundry room.
The administration is currently dis­
cussing a move of the department of mili­
tary science from the west corridor of
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Peterson: ROTC Benefits from Old Fitness Center
continued from front page
Slavin Center.
“We want to make [the military science 
department] a more professional environ­
ment,” said Rapoza.
Rapoza said the move would allow the 
west corridor to become a service corridor 
for Alumni Food Court, located in the 
basement of Slavin. The food court has 
already begun using the corridor to bring 
in supplies from the loading zone. Rapoza 
added that crates and boxes for storage are 
routinely left in the hall.
The department of military science, 
however, is not pleased by the new initial 
layout plans.
“My concern for the new layout is that 
we maintain our current square footage,” 
said Lieutenant Colonel Paul Dulchinos, 
professor of military science and chair of 
the department of military science.
Dulchinos said he estimates that approxi­
mately 1200 square feet would be lost in the 
current design, which would not be able to 
meet the department’s needs.
“We are an athletic program, a student 
activity, and we must recruit our own 
students,” said Dulchinos, highlighting 
the unique nature of the Military 
Science department.
When participation in Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) was compulsory 
at PC in the 1950’s, the department of mil­
itary science occupied most of the ground 
floor of the Slavin Center and even had its 
own rifle range. The United States 
Department of Defense gave funds to the 
College for the construction of the 
Slavin Center in order to establish the 
ROTC program.
As the department has grown, however, 
Dulchinos said he feels more space is 
needed to compete with other schools, 
including Boston College and the 
University of Notre Dame.
“For us, it was important to remain in 
the building to be in the center of cam­
pus,” said Dulchinos. “For the most 
part, I am pleased with the location. I 
just want to tweak the design to main­
tain our current footage.”
A final plan for the department has not 
been decided upon yet.
“It is my hope that a decision about mil­
itary science will be completed at the end 
of the semester,” said Rapoza, who expects 
the move to be completed by September 
2008. “It would probably take a semester 
to build out their space.”
Dulchinos said he is hopeful that the two 
will have an agreement soon, so plans can 
move forward.
“[The] initial proposal base is somewhat 
lower than the square footage we currently 
have,” he said. “I am hopeful that we will 
come [to] some mutual agreement.”
Not everyone on campus looking for 
new space has been affected by the new 
fitness center.
The expansion of the College’s book­
store meant the office of career services 
lost some of their interviewing rooms. 
According to Rapoza, new interview 
rooms have been constructed in the east 
corridor that connects Slavin Center to 
Alumni Hall. Four new rooms will be 
available to Career Services “within the 
next week or so” said Rapoza.
The phone-a-thon operation has also 
moved. It has moved from the basement 
of Harkins Hall to east corridor in Slavin. 
Their new room may not be their perma­
nent location. Rapoza said they will, how­
ever, be housed somewhere in Slavin.
One of PC’s newest organizations, PC 
TV, is also hoping for new office space. 
Jeffrey Harris ’09, president of PC TV, said 
he spoke with Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P., 
vice president of student affairs. The old 
commuter lounge located on the ground 
floor of Slavin was available, but PC TV is
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With the new Concannon Fitness Center, there have been empty rooms left in the 
Peterson Recreation Center. Some clubs and departments on campus have been 
hoping to acquire these spaces to expand their individual offices. ROTC and PC TV 
are two groups who are hoping to benefit from the vacancies.
unsure if they will move to this space.
Rapoza said he thinks there may be free 
space on the ground floor of Slavin avail­
able for student use. He said he does not 
yet know if the spaces will be able to be 
reserved. Before any decisions are made, 
Rapoza said, the College will consult the 
students first. He said student input has 
often played a large role in design. When 
the Suites were being constructed, mock 
rooms were assembled in the former 
Guzman Chapel and students were invited 
to give their opinions. Decisions of what 
to put in McPhail’s according to Rapoza, 
were largely due to what students said they 
would want to have.
Beth Lenehan ’08 contributed to this 
article.
CALENDAR October 5 to 11
Campus
5 Friday 6 Saturday 7 Sunday 8 Monday 9 Tuesday 10 Wednesday 11 Thursday
8:30 a.m. Exhibit: 3:30 p.m. 8:00 a.m. Exhibit: No classes— 7:00 p.m. Callings: 6:30 p.m. Taste of 3:00 p.m. Charting
Philately and Confession at St. A Rhode Island Columbus Day. Discerning God’s Asia, McPhail’s. the Course: “What I
Holiness: Dominic’s Chapel. Sampler: Selected Will, Center for Know Now,” Slavin
Dominican Saints Books on Rhode Catholic and 7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Center G01 (Soft
and Themes from Island, Phillips Dominican Studies. Adoration, St. Lounge).
the Stamp Memorial Library Dominic’s Chapel.
Collection of James Entryway Display 3:30 p.m. Library
A. Driscoll, O.P., Case. Commons Open
Center for Catholic House.
and Dominican
Studies
WORRIED ABOUT 
HOW YOU LOOK?
 
 
• Do you think about your appearance often?
• Do these thoughts upset you?
• Do these thoughts interfere with your life in 
any way (for example, work or dating)?
• Do you wish you could do something about this 
problem?
Want to be the next 
Woodward and 
Bernstein?
Grab an application- 
for the News Staff in 
Slavin G05!
If you answered "yes" to any of these 
questions, we may be able to help.
We are offering free study treatment for people who qualify:
* Free evaluation
* Free study treatment with medication or therapy
* Monetary compensation for most studies
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into 
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error 
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will 
be printed as necessary on page 2.
ARE YOU
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Professor Deasy Learns from Students, Teachers
by Melissa Silvanic ’08
News Staff
Robert L. Deasy ’53, associate professor 
of history, began teaching at Providence 
College in 1956. Over 50 years later, he is 
still an active member of 
 the history department. A 
FACULTY native Rhode Islander, 
       Deasy grew up in the area,
 graduated from Providence 
College, and received his Master’s degree 
from Fordham University. A military 
draftee, Deasy spent time in the Ordinance 
Corps of the army, which specializes in 
fire arms.
“In the army, I was among both the best 
and the brightest, and those who had 
made mistakes. Every trick having to do 
with motivation, I learned in the army”, 
said Deasy.
Deasy has the privilege of being able to 
say he is the only faculty member to ever 
sign a contract sitting on an army locker.
When he first began teaching at 
Providence College, Deasy was assigned a 
class with only 48 hours to prepare, but he 
knew what had to be done. At the time, PC 
was still completely male, and three of 
Deasy’s former school mates were students.
“Students have changed dramatically in 
53 years. Those classmates of mine never 
let on that they knew me,” said Deasy.
When Providence College went coedu­
cational in 1971, Deasy did have to change 
some of his traditional teaching methods.
“For one thing, I couldn’t use some of 
the tricks I learned in the army,” said 
Deasy with a smile. “The girls called 
themselves pioneers as the first women 
on campus, and they were very motivat­
ed. I also had to change some of the lan­
guage I used.”
Deasy has taught a vast amount of stu­
dents, most of whom he remembers fondly.
“I have taught over 20,000 students 
over the years and I can honestly count the 
bad ones on one hand,” said Deasy. 
“Every student has something special, and 
even when I think a student is marginal, 
they are full of successful surprises. I 
have taught chief justices of the state, sen­
ators, and mayors.”
Deasy begins each class with a lesson he 
likes to call “This Day in History.” Each 
day, several events from around the world 
in a wide variety of subjects begins the 
class discussion and sparks the students’ 
interest in the day’s history lesson.
“What I loved about Deasy’s class was 
that every morning I walked into the class­
room knowing that by the end of the peri-
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Robert Deasy, associate professor of history, has been a teacher at Providence 
College for over 50 years. Known for his wit and memory, Deasy is a favorite among 
students. Despite health problems last year, he continues teaching.
od, I would have learned some amazing 
baseball statistic or a fact about Rhode 
Island or America along with the rest of the 
day’s topic,” said Matt Licari ’08.
As an expert in presidential elections, 
Deasy said he has to change his notes 
every four years because every election is 
so different.
“The explanation of the electoral col­
lege is very important to me, and I hope 
my students know more than today’s 
newscasters,” said Deasy.
In 2006, Deasy was given special recog­
nition for his 50 years of service to PC as 
he received the Distinguished Faculty 
Service Award.
“I never thought I would be here 50 
years,” he said. “Just looking out the win­
dow to see how much has changed is 
amazing. PC has just exploded. The 
library used to be on the third floor of 
Harkins and back then, classes were held 
on Saturdays. Basketball games were 
played at the Mount Pleasant Gym, and the 
social life was nothing like it is today.”
He added: “The attitude was different 
back then. The students were mostly all 
commuters, and the only dorms were 
Aquinas and a building that has since been 
tom down.”
Deasy is also known for challenging his 
students and they often accept these chal­
lenges willingly.
"One thing I remember most was when 
he gave me the opportunity to pursue an 
answer for extra credit. Given the specific 
point value, he basically thought there was 
no possible way I could discover the 
answer in time for class the next day,” said 
Kevin Johnson ’08. “Needless to say, I 
locked myself in the library until I found 
the answer. And boom, Thurlow Weed 
lives on . .."
Students are also amazed by Deasy’s 
sharp memory.
"He knows everything about anything, 
for example in class this week he asked the 
students to give him a random election 
year for presidency,” said Gerald Murphy 
’08. “He then listed all the candidates from 
that year and what state they were from. 
He did this about eight times. His side sto­
ries about his personal life are great, from 
his war stories to the time he appeared 
before the US Senate, to his knowledge 
about sports. Also, his bonus points 
always help you out on the exams."
Deasy said he remembers his outstand­
ing teachers, but he learned just as much 
from his students. One of his fondest 
memories is of his history teachers as an 
undergrad at PC.
“I was going to be a Tetters’ (English) 
major,” said Deasy. “I was going to write 
the next big American novel, or become a 
famous sports journalist. I walked into my 
first class and in comes Father Cornelius P. 
Foster, O.P. He gave a lecture called 
‘What is History?,’ and after that, I went 
down to the dean’s office and changed my 
major to history.”
Deasy went through a rough period in 
his life last year when he was diagnosed 
with cancer. He attributes his successful 
recovery to his new doctor, his wife, and 
children. Deasy was originally subjected to 
chemotherapy, and with one dose, he lost 
20 pounds and his hair fell out. With a new 
doctor, who Deasy proudly announced is a 
PC graduate, Deasy went off of the 
chemotherapy and began to recover.
“My family was so wonderful last year. 
I always refer to my wife as Florence 
Nightingale,” said Deasy. “When you go 
through something like that, your attitude 
changes. It’s not how many days you live; 
it’s how you live your days.”
Deasy has two children and five grand­
children. His son, Bobby, is in charge of 
food services at PC, and his daughter 
works for the Shaw’s Corporation. Some 
of his grandchildren live in North 
Carolina, but “they are still Red Sox and 
Patriots fans,” said a relieved Deasy.
Unity: Events Encourage Student Participation
continued from front page 
dents) and community people participated 
in the cleanup. Participants collected trash 
along Douglas Avenue, Smith Street and 
the streets adjacent to those streets,” said 
Twyman.
Breakfast and lunch were provided for 
those who participated in the cleanup. The 
event was topped off with a block party at 
Smith Hill, at the Candace St. Playlot.
Sunday night’s activity included a unity 
and diversity Mass. Rev. Brian J. Shanley, 
O.P., president of Providence College, cel­
ebrated the “last chance” Mass held at 
10:30 p.m. He spoke to PC students about 
remembering that treating others with less 
respect than they deserve is immoral and 
un-Christian. He pointed out that students 
coming from an upper socioeconomic 
background are privileged to attend PC, 
and that they should be wary of thinking 
themselves better than others. The homily 
also went on to encourage students to help 
put an end to things such as racism and 
prejudice. After the conclusion of the 
Mass, apple crisp and apple wedges driz­
zled with caramel sauce were served in the 
chapel basement.
Monday’s event was a unity and diversi­
ty mural. The mural was displayed on 
Slavin Center Lawn from 11:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Students were encouraged to 
take time out during the day and add to the 
mural. Trays of paint in a wide variety of 
colors were arranged on folding tables. 
Students painted their hands with paint 
brushes, or just stuck their hands in the 
trays of paint and made a hand print on the 
mural. Some students instead chose to 
trace their hands and write messages. 
Some messages written on the mural read, 
“End Racism,” and “End Stereotypes.” By 
the end of the afternoon the mural was 
covered in multi-colored handprints, and 
painted in the middle of the handprints was 
a box of crayons with the message, “Color 
Outside the Lines.”
In appreciation for their participation 
students received free t-shirts with the 
same slogan on them.
“In a leadership position, as an RA, you 
should participate in Unity Week at PC,” 
said Jessica Stadelmann ’10. She made time 
to put an orange handprint on the mural.
“I think it’s really important,” said 
Kassie Ettefagh ’10 when questioned about 
her decision to partake in Unity Week.
Both students however, expressed that 
they did not think PC has enough diversity.
“They should maybe go outside of New 
England and promote the school outside of 
the north east,” said Stadelmann.
The diversity mural will temporarily be 
housed in the lower lobby of the Slavin 
Center. A photo of the mural will be per­
manently displayed on the Balfour 
Center’s Web site.
“The physical mural will be offered to a 
non-profit organization or school in 
Providence,” said Dr. Twyman.
Twyman said he would also like to thank 
Colleen Rost-Banik, service learning coor­
dinator for public and community services 
studies. She was said to be a major contrib­
utor to the organization of painting the 
mural and cleaning up afterward.
The Brave New Voices All-Stars provid­
ed entertainment Tuesday night, Oct. 2 in 
McPhail’s. The performance started at 
7:00 p.m. and featured the talents of young 
performance poets ranging in ages from 18 
to 25. The individual members have 
gained fame from appearances on HBO’s 
Def Poetry and articles published in Teen 
People and Newsweek.
Wednesday, October 3 showcased a 
Unity Bazaar and Mixed: A One Woman 
Show. The bazaar was held on Slavin 
Lawn from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
The Unity Bazaar was an ethnic food fes­
tival which boasted Caribbean, Italian, 
Spanish, and Mandarin food amongst others.
“The food is delicious,” said Amy Hill 
’10. “And...it opens us up to other cul­
tures. We need more diversity and more 
diversity events.”
Her enthusiasm was echoed by other 
students attending the event as well.
“I wish they would do this more often,” 
said Gabe Solis ’ll.
Ethnic music was also played to height­
en the cultural experience. Students could 
also purchase cultural art, jewelry, and 
clothing at boutiques. Money collected for 
certain types of jewelry will be used to aid 
women in underdeveloped countries.
“I really enjoyed experiencing other cul­
tures on campus,” said Sara Stivers ’10 of 
the bazaar.
“I really think that traditions like this 
should continue so we can experience, 
together, other ethnicities while we grow 
as a campus,” said Lindsay Palazzi TO.
Later that night in the Smith Center at 
7:00 p.m. Mixed: A One Woman Show was 
performed by actress Maya Lilly. Lilly 
portrayed eight different multiracial char­
acters in her show.
An art exhibit entitled Of Many Colors: 
Portraits of Multiracial Families Exhibit 
was held in the Slavin lower lobby on 
Thursday, October 4. The exhibit featured 
photographs of multiracial families. 
Interviews with the families were also 
shown telling their stories and experiences 
as multiracial families through relation­
ships, and in some cases adoption.
“I think there are cliques on campus, but 
by attending the events, I hope students of 
different racial and ethnic backgrounds are 
encouraged to hang around together,” said 
Twyman.
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Giving: Institutional Advancement Vows Completion
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needs to get done.”
She also mentioned the amount of focus 
placed on the construction of the new 
Concannon Fitness Center and other proj­
ects.
Laprey added that since it had first been 
suggested, concerns had been raised about 
the sustainability of the walkway - in par­
ticular, maintenance of the bricks during 
the winter months. Laprey said that for 
these reasons, it had been decided that 
Memory Lane would be limited to the 
class of 2006. The money already collect­
ed from the class of 2007 would be direct­
ed toward other campus projects near the 
Huxley Avenue entrance and the Smith 
Center for the Arts.
Throughout this entire process, mem­
bers of the class of 2006 were not informed 
of the changes being made to the existing 
walkway plan.
Edward Chiu, associate vice president 
for institutional advancement, said the 
school has not abandoned Memory Lane 
and that it will ultimately be completed.
“This project is still ongoing,” he said. 
“This was to be a multi-year project, and 
the class of ’06 was supposed to kind of 
kick it off.”
Chiu has only been at Providence 
College for 10 months and just learned the 
details of the Memory Lane situation about 
two weeks ago. He attributed the confu­
sion to “leadership changes on the 
fundraising front,” and said, “My job is to 
move this along.”
“Senior giving is extremely important, 
so seeing these projects through is 
extremely important,” he said.
Chiu was not able to provide any kind of 
timetable for when that might happen, 
however, explaining that fundraising has 
“stalled.”
While he could not give a specific mon­
etary amount that would be required to fin­
ish the project, he said that several finan­
cial options are being considered.
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The “Providence College Memory Lane” would have been located near Phillips 
Memorial Library. Edward Chiu, associate vice president for institutional 
advancement, vows the project will be completed in its entirety.
“We’re discussing several plans with the 
administration,” he said. “We’ll move it 
forward. We on the fundraising side will
see this thing through.”
Chiu emphasized that all of the money 
collected for Memory Lane so far - over 
$20,000 — is being kept in a special 
account “earmarked for this project” and 
none of it has been reallocated or used for 
any other purpose.
"------------ —
This project is still ongoing ...
This was to be a multi-year proj­
ect and the Class of ’06 was sup­
posed to kind of kick it off.
Edward Chiu
----------------------------------"
Neither Laprey, in her discussion with 
Welsh, or Chiu was able to identify what is 
being done with any interest that has 
accrued since the fundraising began.
In the past several weeks, the office has 
apparently changed course again and has 
redefined what the project will entail.
According to Chiu, Memory Lane is 
Library Commons Open House
Thursday, October 11th from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Come and see the new & updated technology, collaboration, and digitization resources 
throughout the library. Including the:
Information Station,
Support Station,
Digital Services Lab,
and
Creation Station/Macintosh Lab
Free Food & Drink, Demos, Giveaways 
(Raffle includes iTunes Gift Certificates, Thumb Drives, and More!)
Phillips Memorial Library
now considered again to be a “multiyear 
campaign” that will include the class of 
2007 as well as future graduates of the 
College. While his original understanding 
was that it was limited to the class of 2006 
alone, members of subsequent graduating 
classes will now have a chance to become 
involved.
Chiu also stressed that despite apparent 
earlier concerns, maintenance of the bricks 
once they are installed will not be an issue.
While acknowledging the uncertainty 
that has dictated the project so far, Chiu 
praised the class of 2006 for their dedica­
tion and accepted responsibility for finding 
a resolution.
“The class did an outstanding job,” he 
said. “And we want it to look nice, we 
want it to be top qualify. For the sake of 
everyone involved, I’ll be the point person 
on this.”
Laprey expressed a similar desire to 
concentrate on moving forward and get­
ting the project finished.
“This has been brought to our attention, 
and now my team and I want to be part of 
the group that sees that this is resolved,” 
she said. “That’s what we’re really looking 
forward to doing.”
David Wegrzyn, vice president for insti­
tutional advancement, agreed.
“We are fully committed to this project 
and completing the implementation for the 
class of’06,” he said, “and continuing it in 
the future now that we have a clear picture 
of what it will look like and how it will 
enhance our campus.”
Welsh said that the school has a respon­
sibility to complete the project in a timely 
manner, however.
“Providence College has an obligation 
to fulfill the commitment that they made 
when they took the money,” she said. 
“When PC makes an offer to honor the 
class for their support of the school, they 
should do everything in their power to 
make sure it gets done.”
Wegrzyn also mentioned the value of 
student giving, calling it “a vital compo­
nent for any institution.”
“We want to ensure the integrity of our 
gifts and move forward to honor our com­
mitments,” he said.
The “Senior Giving” section of the PC 
Web site currently features a list of class of
2006 members who made donations, set 
against a background design of bricks. The 
portion of the page devoted to the class of
2007 asks for a donation of $20.07 but 
makes no mention of the Memory Lane 
project.
“I think that PC should have notified 
students to tell them why this project has­
n’t been completed,” said Welsh. “We 
were told it would be done in June 2006. A 
year and a half later, we haven’t heard any­
thing.”
She added: “The college motto is ‘veri- 
tas’ or ‘truth.’ We should be able to trust 
PC when we donate our money and they 
make a promise to us.”
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Do you have a response to an article from 
this week’s issue of The Cowl? If so, send a 
letter to the editor of 250 words or less to 
thecowl@providence.edu, or drop off your 
letter to The Cowl office in Slavin, Room G05, 
across from McPhail’s.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Have an advertisement 
that you want placed in 
The Cowl? Send all 
requests to
cowlads@providence. edu
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WORLD
NASA Launches “Dawn” to Explore Asteroid Belt
By Jared Ozga ’09
World Staff
Americas: United States 
On a crisp September morning, the sun was rising on an exciting new oppor­
tunity to better discover the formation and 
origins of our solar system.
At 7:34 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 27, the 
Delta 2925H rocket escorted NASA’s 
newest satellite, fittingly named “Dawn”, 
into space from Cape Canaveral, Fla.
The roughly $360 million space project 
aims to get a closer look at two of our solar 
system’s largest non-planetary members, 
the asteroid Vesta and the dwarf planet 
Ceres; both of which are located within the 
asteroid belt.
Touting an enormous length rivaling 
that of the state of Arizona, Vesta is consid­
ered by most scientists to hold key infor­
mation about the asteroid belt located 
between Mars and Jupiter as well as 
explaining the formation of our solar sys­
tem’s first four planets: Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, and Mars.
Discovered in 1807 by German scientist 
Heinrich Wilhelm Olbers, Vesta’s funda­
mental composition is assumed to be most­
ly solidified volcanic rock containing an 
Earth-like iron core.
This asteroid will serve as the first half 
of the comparative study dealing with the 
rocky “inner planetary” components.
The second half of the study, which 
deals with the frozen, massive dwarf plan­
et Ceres, will focus most of its energies on 
the space body’s atmospheric characteris­
tics and a hypothesized source of frozen 
water located near the core.
Animated still of NASA’s Dawn spacecraft leaving Earth and beginning its 
journey to view the asteroid Besta and the dwarf planet Ceres.
The amount of frozen water estimated to 
be trapped within certain minerals compos­
ing the dwarf planet would be more than all 
of the fresh water contained on Earth.
The Dawn satellite, equipped with an 
on-board visible camera, infrared mapping 
spectrometer, and a gamma ray/neutron 
spectrometer is expected to reach Vesta 
during September of 2011.
After running numerous experiments 
including mineral, topographic, and tec­
tonic analysis, the satellite will then move 
towards and reach Ceres.
Dawn should reach Ceres by June 2015, 
when more work and imaging analysis is 
expected to be done.
This is the first time in NASA history 
that one satellite will observe two aster­
oids during a single mission.
The satellite will be propelled by a new 
system that uses the ionization of the ele­
ment xeon which will push the spacecraft 
on its course towards and through the 
asteroid belt.
The three 13x16 inch thrusters are 
expected to be in use for 2,000 non-con- 
secutive days propelling the space craft 
away from Earth at speeds of 78,000 miles 
per hour.
Surprisingly, the amount of force pro­
duced by these xeon thrusters is said to be 
roughly equivalent to blowing lightly on a 
piece of dangling loose-leaf paper.
The Dawn project also aims to gather 
some community involvement in its 
unprecedented mission.
The NASA sponsored “Send Your 
Name to the Asteroid Belt” campaign, 
inviting the global public to submit their 
names via the Internet.
More than a third of a million names 
were received and were etched onto an 8- 
by 8-millimeter (0.31- by 0.31-inch) sili­
con chip.
The chip was then attached to the Dawn 
spacecraft where it will come along for the 
ride into the heart of the asteroid belt.
NASA has established a “Dawn 
Journal” on its Web site for Dawn, 
dawn.jpl.nasa.gov.
Dawn’s Project System Engineer (PSE) 
Dr. Marc Rayman will be regularly updat­
ing the journal for those who wish to stay 
current on any new developments.
Do you think the American 
legislature should use 
wikispaces like New Zealand?
“No, I don’t 
think so.”
Ray Hall ’10
“No wiki for me!”
Shannon Brown’08 &
Catherine Guarino’08
Compiled by Diana Gingles ’08
“Wikis” Used to Write New Laws The Sunny Side
Positive News stories in a Negative World
By Molly Vaughan ’08
World Staff
Oceania: New Zealand
In a surprising move that is being called“extreme democracy in action” and a 
“new frontier” for politics, New Zealand’s 
police force has created a “wiki” website 
for their new Policing Act.
A “wiki,” which comes from the Hawaiian 
word for “quick,” is a Web site that any internet 
user can edit or contribute to.
This is the first time a government has 
used a wiki to encourage public contribu­
tion to legislation.
New Zealand’s Policing Act has not 
been revamped since 1958, and the police 
force feels that fresh and original ideas 
from the public will help make the laws 
more effective and current.
“Launching a wiki version of a statute is a 
novel move, but one we hope will yield a 
range of views from people interested in 
having a direct say on the shape of a new 
Policing Act,” Superintendent Hamish 
McCardle, the officer in charge of the proj­
ect, told BBC News.
In fact, these interested individuals do 
not even have to be New Zealand citizens. 
“The wonderful thing about a wiki is we can 
open it up to people all around the world, 
other academics and constitutional commen­
tators interested in legislation, and make the 
talent pool much wider,” McCardle added.
The response has generally been posi­
tive. Social networks strategist Laurel 
Papworth, whose blog is focused on the 
way online communities can affect mod­
em society, told Stuff.co.nz that “partici­
patory legislation” was a great idea. “It 
empowers the voters to have a voice, not 
just a vote, so that they are actually con­
tributing to the dialogue and not just vot­
ing on the outcome,” she said.
Aaron Smith, who runs a study of Internet 
usage called the Pew Internet Project, 
quickly shot down the idea, claiming crim­
inals could use the wiki to create loopholes 
in the law that they could later exploit.
“It would certainly be difficult for people 
to put in bogus information.. .without people 
recognizing that fact and the community of 
users correcting it before the finished product 
is completed,” he told BBC News.
Although some users have abused con­
tribution privileges on web sites like 
Wikipedia, overall the input to open web 
sites is intelligent and constructive Still, there 
is a lot of risk involved in a project like this.
It seems logical for a country to seek the 
opinions of its citizens in shaping the laws of 
that country. However, I’m a little skeptical 
about the quality of online suggestions. It’s 
probably a good idea that the program is 
designed simply to examine previous laws, 
rather than suggest new public policy for the 
country,” Brad McNamara ’08 said.
The final version of the Policing Act will 
be submitted to parliamentarians for review 
before the official bill is introduced.
It remains to be seen whether this radi­
cal form of democracy will ultimately be 
effective or a political misstep, but the rest 
of the world will certainly be keeping a 
close eye on New Zealand.
Although the web site has been temporar­
ily closed due to an overwhelming public 
response, you can still check it out and learn 
more at http://wiki.policeact.govt.nz.
Baghdad Soup Kitchen Promotes Unity
By Brett Corrigan ’09
World Staff
Middle East: Iraq
Amid the turmoil, many Iraqis are put- ting their differences aside this 
Ramadan to celebrate the breaking of their 
fast each evening at a local soup kitchen. 
According to Reuters, the kitchen, which 
is located in the Sunni mosque of Abdil 
Qadir al-Gailani, has been serving hun­
dreds of Iraqis every evening during their 
one opportunity to break their daily dawn- 
to-dusk fast as a part of Ramadan.
Ramadan has become a common 
denominator found among the three sects. 
Ironically, the same sects which are divid­
ed due to their religious discrepancies 
come together to partake in the ritual 
breaking of the fast.
This small kitchen has become the only 
place in Iraq where Sunnis, Shiites, and 
Kurds can all come together without fac­
ing conflict.
Upon picking up their dinners, sectarian 
identification does not matter and dangers 
they face outside vanquish. For a brief 
moment in time, they are all Iraqis and 
nothing else matters.
This tradition, which began during the 
reign of Saddam Hussein, has continued 
despite all odds.
There have been some changes, howev­
er; since the beginning of U.S. occupation, 
it is much more difficult for Sunnis, Shiites 
and Kurds to leave what is occurring out­
side the Mosque at the door. Especially 
because the mosque itself was the site of a 
truck bombing in May which killed 24 peo­
ple according to Reuters.
Fears of subsequent attacks have 
caused the kitchen to distribute meals to 
Iraqis at 6:00 p.m., “five hours before the 
prayers which mark the end of the daily fast, 
because few people feel safe on the streets in 
the evening,” MSNBC pointed out.
According to the CIA Fact Book, 
approximately two million Iraqis have 
fled since the conflict began, many of 
whom made up the wealthier demograph­
ic. Consequently, there is also a shorter 
supply in meals available because many 
donors have fled the country, causing the 
mosque to have about half of the supplies 
it used to.
Despite all odds, however, the tradition 
has continued. Sunni, Shiite, and Kurdish 
cooks come together to prepare the meals 
for those less fortunate.
They never discuss their sects, and 
simply regard themselves all as Iraqis 
who are using their talents to care for the 
people of Iraq in one of the only ways 
they can.
Religious sects in Iraq have become 
increasingly divided geographically. Sixty to 
65 percent of Iraq’s citizens are Shiites, the 
majority of whom are located in the south.
The Sunni people are mostly found in 
central Iraq and make up 20 to 37 percent 
of Iraq’s population, followed by the 
Kurds in the north who make up about 15 
to 20 percent of Iraq’s population.
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Buddhist Monks Protest Myanmar Government
By Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff
Asia: Myanmar
Tens of thousands of Buddhist monks, nuns, and anti-government activists 
protested against Myanmar’s military 
dictatorship, the junta, on Sunday. The 
demonstration was the largest since the late 
1900s when the daughter of independence 
hero Gen. Aung San took up leadership of a 
pro-democratic movement.
Police and security forces fired tear gas 
and warning shots to stop the protesters. 
Barbed wire barricades blocked hundreds 
of monks and anti-government demonstra­
tors who were trying to approach the home 
of the democratic leader, Aung San Suu Kyi.
Suu kyi was the leader of the National 
League for Democratic party in the 
1990s. She was never allowed to take 
power of the military and has been under 
house arrest for about 12 years. The monks 
on Sunday showed their support for Suu 
Kyi, now 62 years old, by forming a human 
chain along the route. One monk even gave 
a speech on Sunday calling for Suu Kyi’s 
release and national reconciliation.
During the demonstration, about half of 
the monks split from the main group and 
tried to approach Suu Kyi’s home but 
were blocked by riot police and barbed 
wire barricades. The monks carried a 
large yellow banner stating, “Love and 
kindness must win over everything,”
Amid Controversy, Iranian President Visits Columbia University
An apparent attempt at diplomacy, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s 
visit to the United States last week was 
beleaguered with controversy from the 
moment he arrived.
Ahmadinejad was greeted first by a 
slew of protests and counter-protests at 
Columbia University in New York, where 
he was invited to speak. The invitation 
itself proved to be the first point of con­
tention; many were vehemently opposed to 
his freely addressing the American public.
“When you really think about it,” 
President George W. Bush told The New 
York Times, “he’s the head of a state spon­
sor of terror, he’s — and yet an institution in 
our country gives him a chance to express his 
point of view, which really speaks to the free­
doms of the country. I’m not sure I’d have 
offered the same invitation.”
Upon taking the stage, Ahmadinejad 
was immediately branded by Columbia 
University’s president, Lee Bollinger, as a 
man who exhibited “all the signs of a petty 
and cruel dictator.” He added, referring to 
Ahmadinejad’s very public refusal to 
accept the Holocaust as fact, that he must 
be “either brazenly provocative or aston­
ishingly uneducated.”
Such severe comments to the Iranian 
president, indeed an invited guest, were 
lauded by some as deserved and admirable 
but criticized harshly by others as inhos­
pitable and rude.
Ahmadinejad countered the abrasive 
introduction by stating that “in Iran, tradi­
tion requires when you invite a person to 
be a speaker, we actually respect our stu­
dents enough to allow them to make their 
own judgment, and don’t think it’s neces­
sary before the speech is even given to come 
in with a series of complaints to provide vac­
cination to the students and faculty.” 
according to The Associated Press.
Although the demonstration was led by 
monks, it was not peaceful. Many people 
were injured and at least 10 people were 
killed, many by gunshot. Diplomats say 
there is no way to estimate the number of 
dead and wounded in Yangon and surround­
ing cities. The number is expected to be high­
er than what was reported by the junta.
ALJAZEERA.NET
Buddhist monks walk the streets of 
Myanmar to protest the government.
The threats of the authorities did not stop 
the people who flooded the streets, chanting 
and cheering as the monks led the group.
There have been unconfirmed reports 
about brutality toward monks and their 
superiors. Many monks were even report­
ed to have been kidnapped and taken away 
in trucks armed with soldiers.
Ahmadinejad then proceeded with a 
two-hour discourse in which he purported 
several contentious views; when asked 
about gay rights in Iran, the Iranian presi­
dent responded: “In Iran, we don’t have 
homosexuals like in your country. In Iran, 
we don’t have this phenomenon.”
He also took great issue with the U.S. pol­
icy toward Iran and the sanctions imposed to 
discourage Iran’s nuclear development.
“If you have created the fifth generation 
of atomic bombs and are testing them 
already, who are you to question other 
people who just want nuclear power,” 
Ahmadinejad said in a not-so-subtle jab, 
adding, “I think the politicians who are 
after atomic bombs, politically, they’re 
backwards. Retarded.”
Controversy regarding nuclear prolifer­
ation followed the Iranian president to the 
congregation of the United Nations 
General Assembly, held the following day 
at the U.N. headquarters in New York.
On Tues., Sept. 25, Ahmadinejad stated 
that the issue of Iran’s nuclear program 
was now “closed” and defiantly declared 
that nan would ignore any further Security 
Council resolutions on the matter.
“Today, because of the resistance of the 
Iranian nation, the issue is back to the 
agency, and I officially announce that in 
our opinion, the nuclear issue of Iran is 
now closed and has turned into an ordinary 
agency matter.”
The “agency” to which Ahmadinejad 
refers is the International Atomic Energy 
Agency [IAEA], a U.N. nuclear watchdog 
which seeks to promote the peaceful use of 
nuclear energy and to deter its misuse. 
Iran has already reached an accord with 
l.A.E.A. Director General Mohamed 
ElBaradei, in which he will act as media­
tor to resolve some of Iran’s nuclear histo­
Shari Villarosa, the chief diplomat at the 
United States Embassy, stated, 
“Wednesday night numerous monasteries 
were raided, and we have reports that many 
monks were beaten and arrested, and we 
have pictures where whole monasteries have 
been trashed, and blood and broken glass,” 
according to The New York Times.
Unlike the protest in 1988 which was 
broken up by the police, this protest has 
brought about international attention. The 
United Nations has forced the military to 
instigate a visit from special U.N. envoy 
Ibrahim Gambari, who is expected to arrive 
on Saturday in Myanmar. The U.S. is also 
involved, as President Bush urged China to 
help persuade the junta to allow the U.N. 
visit.
China is Myanmar’s major trading partner 
and has great influence on the country, espe­
cially since many other countries have 
imposed a trade embargo on Myanmar.
Even Japanese Prime Minister Yasup Fukuda 
has attempted to help, stating, “I asked that 
China, given its close ties with Myanmar, exer­
cise its influence, and Prime Minister Wen said 
he would make such efforts.”
Other surrounding countries have tried to 
stop the junta, issuing a statement expressing 
“revulsion” at the violence.
Many leaders, including the prime min­
ister of Britain, Gordon Brown, and the 
Dalai Lama, have been working with the 
people to urge restraint from the junta.
The British ambassador, Mark Canning, 
also said he would meet with a govern­
ment official on Tuesday.
ry issues and troubles in dealing with 
Western powers.
The global community has feared Iran’s 
nuclear program for some time as an 
attempt to develop weapons and thus be 
taken seriously as an international power; 
Iran, however, maintains its research is 
used only for energy purposes.
In December 2006, the United Nations 
ordered Iran to halt all uranium-enrich- 
ment projects until their true uses could be 
determined, and in recent weeks the 
United States and France, two. members of 
the U.N. Security Council, have proposed 
to expand the number of multinational 
banks refusing to lend capital to Iran.
Allowing Iran to have access to nuclear 
weapons would be an “unacceptable risk 
to stability in the region and in the world,” 
asserted French president Nicholas Sarkozy.
He called the Security Council to action 
and emphasized the necessity of such 
sanctions throughout the negotiations 
process, stating that “firmness and dia­
logue go hand in hand. And I weigh my 
words carefully.”
Ahmadinejad, however, expressed his 
disregard for these concerns to the General 
Assembly:
“In the last two years, abusing the 
Security Council, the arrogant powers 
have repeatedly accused Iran and even 
made military threats and imposed illegal 
sanctions against it... the decisions by the 
United States and France are not impor­
tant. What is important is that our nuclear 
program is within the rules of the I.A.E.A. 
and our program as such will continue.”
Meetings between Security Council 
members which, in addition to the United 
States and France, include Britain, China, 
and Russia, are expected to continue through­
out the rest of the year to address this issue.
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R.I. National Guard Members Return Home
All 131 members of the 1207th 
Transportation Company of the Rhode Island 
National Guard returned home safe and 
sound on Sunday, Sept. 30. The 1207th 
departed Rhode Island in July of 2006 for 
two months of training in Shelbyville, 
Alabama. They were then deployed to 
Basra, Iraq.
Many members of the company received 
awards for their courageous actions. One 
member received a Purple Heart, while 
five others are candidates for the award. 
Eight members received the Bronze Star, 
and 31 members received the Combat 
Action Badge.
First Sergeant Lynda Aul told The 
Providence Journal, “Our mission was to 
transport water, food and ammunition. It was 
tense. Guys were on the road three weeks at 
a time. There were a lot of dangers.”
While the return of the 1207th is cause 
for celebration, the Rhode Island National 
Guard deployed 175 members of C 
Battery, 1st Battalion, 103rd Field Artillery 
Brigade this week to Iraq, which brings the 
total number of R.I. National Guard members 
fighting in Iraq to 319.
National
Nationwide Ground Beef Recall
On Saturday, Sept. 29, Topps Meat 
Company LLC of New Jersey issued a 
recall of 21.7 million pounds of ground 
beef products. According to Topps’ web 
site, the meat is feared to be contaminated 
with E.Coli O157:H7. The meat affected 
by this recall has a “sell by” date or “best 
if used by” date of between Sept. 25, 2007 
and Sept. 25, 2008. Additionally, all 
recalled products have a USDA establish­
ment number of EST 9748.
Topps has indicated that the recalled 
products were shipped to grocery stores 
and distributors throughout the United 
States. Unfortunately, Topps believes that 
due to consumption patterns, the vast 
majority of the recalled meat has already 
been consumed.
International
South Korean President Visits North Korea
On Tuesday, Oct. 2, South Korean 
President Roh Moo-hyun traveled to 
North Korea to meet with Kim Jong II. 
Roh is the first leader to cross the border 
by foot. “This line is a wall that has divid­
ed the nation for a half-century,” Roh said 
according to CNN, adding, “This line will 
be gradually erased and the wall will fall.”
The leaders will be begin a three day 
conference to discuss military tensions 
and economic issues. Roh reportedly told 
South Korean military cadets that he would 
like to secure peace on the peninsula.
Health
New Drug Kills Cancerous Tumors
Lexington, Mass. based Synta 
Pharmaceuticals Corp, has developed a 
new drug, STA-4783, which may treat 
skin cancer. The drug causes cancerous 
tumors to essentially self-destruct by satu­
rating them with oxygen to the point 
where the cells cannot adjust. Cancerous 
cells are different from normal cells because 
they cannot regulate the amount of oxygen 
inside of themselves, therefore making it eas­
ier to overload them with oxygen.
Synta has conducted research on STA- 
4783 and announced its findings at the 
recent meeting of the European Cancer 
Organization in Barcelona. As reported by 
CNN, Styna’s study followed 81 
melanoma patients and found, on average, 
those who only received chemotherapy 
lived 7.8 months after diagnosis, while 
those who took both drugs survived an 
average of 12 months.
Dr. Anthony Williams, vice president of 
clinical research at Synta, told CNN he is 
hopeful about the drug, saying, “Patients 
with advanced melanoma really do not 
have a lot of options. We only get one 
chance to save patients’ lives, and this may 
be a good starting point.”
Soundbite of the Week
“When we finished filming 
[Rush Hour], I felt very dis­
appointed because it was a 
movie I didn’t appreciate 
and I did not like the 
action scenes involved.”
- Jackie Chan on his distaste for his 
infamous Bush Hour movies, 
from CNN
Oddly Enough
Nudity Banned on Mt. Everest
Mountaineering authorities in Nepal are calling for 
a ban on nudity atop Mt. Everest. The Associated 
Press reported that one year ago, a climber attempted 
the “world’s highest display of nudity” when he stood 
undressed for several minutes at the peak of Mt. 
Everest in temperatures averaging 14 degrees Fahrenheit.
The Nepalese Mountaineering Association is con­
cerned for the safety of the climbers atop Mt. Everest. 
Many Nepalese who live at the base of Everest wor­
ship the mountain as a god. The 29,035 foot peak has 
attracted many climbers, and a nudism ban would ensure 
safety and end cultural disrespect.
By Diana Gingles ’08
World Staff
The Washington Correspondent
Mary Kate Nevin ’09 Reports the Latest International News
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Toilet Paper 
Making Top 
News Stories
by Betsy Rouleau ’08
Commentary Staff
CULTURE
I have a great job. I get to write weekly 
articles about whatever I want: 
Volunteering, politics, and things that 
make me happy, sad, or angry. I get to 
write about Africa and social justice and 
my roommates tell me I get to push my 
environmental agenda.
I normally comment on things I see in 
the news that really get me going. It is in 
the course of my regular paper readings 
that I stumble across the “diamonds in 
the rough” of news stories. Lately, how­
ever, it seems that I am stumbling across 
less diamonds and more fool’s gold. 
There were several stories put out by The 
Associated Press that were top headlines 
on some of my favorite news sites.
The first? Toilet paper thief on the 
loose. Apparently the Fond du lac City 
Government Center in Wisconsin is suf­
fering from a TP burglar, because some­
one has been lifting rolls since June. The 
article assured me that courthouse offi­
cials were keeping a close watch on the 
bathrooms. I’m very glad. Institutional 
toilet paper is certainly a hot commodity. 
They should just put up a reprimanding 
sign like the Suites building staff has 
done to curb PC’s TP kleptomaniacs.
What else? Illinois stop signs infuse 
humor. Apparently, in an effort to focus 
drivers on the signs on the roads instead 
of their cell phones, the town of Oak 
Lawn has installed supplementary stop 
signs beneath the official ones. 
Examples of these additional signs 
include “WHOA!!” or “STOP ... in the 
name of love” (sing that one as you read 
it and make sure to drag out “name”). 
That’s really where Oak Lawn taxpay­
ers’ hard-earned money should go.
I kept reading. Malaysian officials 
have decided that public restrooms are 
just not up to par. The solution: 
Malaysia has instituted a new Toilet 
Squad. Really, Malaysia? I’m glad that 
you’re on top of your public hygiene sit­
uation, but is this truly noteworthy 
international news?
Man uses demolition derby car to pro­
pose. This guy is a real gem. A lovestruck 
Pennsylvania man proposed to his girl­
friend with the words “will u marry me” 
scrawled across the front hood of his car. It 
may not be the most romantic way to get a 
quick answer from your girlfriend, but it 
sure is efficient.
I particularly enjoyed this one: Bengals 
fight pooping pigeons. Apparently the 
birds in Cincinnati’s Paul Brown Stadium 
have reached a record high when it comes 
to driving fans wild. The stadium staff 
requested that they be allowed to shoot 
the pigeons. Naturally, PETA got 
involved (are you surprised) and soon 
quenched the staff’s thirst for pigeon 
blood. The drama continues, but for now, 
officials think they will try noisemaking 
devices to scare off the pigeons.
So, where am I going with all of this? 
I guess what I am trying to say is that 
once I got past my incredulity that these 
stories had actually been written by The 
Associated Press and posted on several 
different reliable news Web sites, I real­
ized something. These stories all elicit­
ed strong reactions on my part. “How 
ridiculous,” “are you serious?” and
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Activists See Tradition as Abuse
Native Americans Arrested for Whale Hunts in Washington
by Andrew Sparks ’09 
Commentary Staff
A few weeks ago, off the Northern 
coastline of Washington State, five mem­
bers of the Makah Indian Tribe harpooned 
and killed a gray whale in an unapproved 
hunt. The hunt was 
vehemently denounced 
by animal rights 
groups, the State
SOCIAL
Governor, and even the leaders of the 
Makah Tribe, who have been fighting in 
court for nearly 10 years to win the right to
http://www.davidmartine.com/images/lg2/shinnecock-whale-hunt-fin.jpg
Whale hunts have been a part of the Native American culture for centuries 
and provide the hunters with the nourishment they need to survive.
Peace Marches in Burma Turn Violent
A Challenge to Support Peaceful Protestors Through More Effective Means
by Jackie Kramer ’10
Commentary Staff
INTERNATIONAL
Unless you live under a rock, you know 
what’s happening in Myanmar. The strug­
gle has been on the front page of The 
Providence Journal every day for the past 
week, and while I’m more of a printed 
news type of girl myself, I can imagine it 
being a headlining story on every major 
nightly news program in the nation.
OK, so maybe you live under a rock. 
Let me give you the rundown: Myanmar, 
a country also known as Burma, has been 
run by a strict military junta known as the 
State Peace and Development Council 
since 1988. On August 15, the govern­
ment significantly raised fuel prices. 
Students and pro-democratic leaders took 
to the streets protesting. Many of the pro­
testors were arrested before the Buddhist 
Monks of the nation, who have great 
influence there, began marching through 
cities in protest. The government held off 
forcibly ceasing the marches at first, fear­
ing a backlash from the citizens who hold 
the Monks in such high regard. However, 
in an attempt to silence the protestors, the 
government raided many Buddhist 
monasteries during the night, and accord­
ing to Yahoo! News, witnesses “reported 
that at least 500 monks were taken away 
in army trucks.” The military has since 
used warning shots, shots, tear gas, and 
brute force to break up the protestors, and 
as many as 10 citizens have been killed.
Recall Gandhi, who was the father of 
peaceful protest. In the 1930s he led 
hunt gray whales.
As reported by The New York Times, the 
40 foot whale was harpooned and shot 
about 20 times before the Coast Guard 
intervened and detained the hunters. The 
whale died several hours later. The slow 
and gruesome death of the whale was 
decried by Paul Watson, the president of 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, who 
likened the killing of the whale to the dog­
fighting rings run by Michael Vick. 
Watson stated that “there can be no justifi­
cation for their cruelty and contemptuous 
indifference to the law.” Likewise, State 
Governor Christine Gregoire said she was 
campaigns against poverty, called for 
women’s rights and religious toleration. 
He walked over 200 miles in the Salt 
March and protested—through civil dis­
obedience and nonviolent action— 
against the established government in 
India. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the 
members of the Civil Rights Movement 
in the United States in the 1960s staged 
marches, sit-ins, and boycotts, all peace­
ful solutions to enact change in the face 
of adversity and untruth.
"--------------- -----------------------
But, sadly there appears 
to be little or no 
attempt to influence 
the government officials in 
Myanmar for peace 
and change.
Those in Myanmar, like Gandhi and Dr. 
King before them, are peacefully calling 
for change in their country. The govern­
ment is again turning to violence to sup­
press the people, paralleling the 1988 
reaction movement against the strict mili­
tary junta and a call for democracy. Over 
3,000 mostly student protestors were 
killed. “Many protestors said that despite 
that effort they were seeing a repeat of the 
global reaction to a 1988 pro-democracy 
uprising, when the world stood by as pro­
testors were gunned down.
In the past the military government 
was able to suppress that uprising and 
similar, smaller movements, more secre­
tively. However, due to technology like 
camera phones and videos, the violence 
jn Myanmar is being exposed to the 
“very upset,” especially since the killing 
didn’t even benefit the tribe, since the 
whale now lays dead on the ocean floor, 
under 500 feet of water.
However, it seems that Watson and his 
animal rights colleagues vastly misunder­
stand the issue, and his likening of the 
whale hunt to the atrocious acts of Michael 
Vick lacks merit. The most striking differ­
ence between the two cases is the clear fact 
that Vick’s actions were spurred by sport 
and the vast amounts of money to be had 
from running dog-fighting rings. On the 
other hand, the actions of the five Makah 
tribe members are an exercise of the 
unique way of life and basic survival prac­
ticed by the tribe for generations. The 
tribesmen were not seeking money nor 
sport, but rather were practicing a way of 
life that protected species laws have for­
bidden them for years now. One could rest 
assured that if the tribesmen were allowed 
to take the whale back to their land that not 
one single part of that animal would go to 
waste, and that every bit of it would be put 
to good use as food, fuel, or any number of 
practical, basic objects. Quite simply, this 
hunt was an attempt to help alleviate the 
dire poverty that most American Indian 
tribes find themselves in.
This instance of the whale hunt can and 
should be tied in with the annual “seal 
clubbing” that the native Alaskan popula­
tion practices, whereby young seals are 
clubbed and killed in order that the tribe 
can feed and clothe themselves in an envi­
ronment which otherwise does not provide 
them with the necessary elements for sur­
vival. Although the practice may be con­
sidered gruesome and cruel by many mod­
em Americans, the fact remains that for
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world. Criticisms have been expressed 
from nations far and wide. “The United 
States, which exercises meager leverage, 
froze any assets that 14 Myanmar leaders 
may have in U.S. financial institutions 
and prohibited American citizens from 
doing business with them.” It has been 
noted that the military junta in Myanmar 
probably will not be swayed by criti­
cisms or economic and political sanc­
tions from England, the U.S., or France. 
Many are hoping that China, Myanmar’s 
ally and number one trading partner, 
India, and Russia will publicly criticize 
or order sanctions against the govern­
ment in an attempt for change. But, sadly 
there appears to be little or no attempt to 
influence the government officials in 
Myanmar for peace and change.
So, there’s what you’ve been missing. 
Human rights violations dating back to 
the 1980s (including extreme violence 
towards political dissidents and minority 
groups and censorship, among others), 
desolation, and destitution. And the 
whole world is powerless against it. 
We’ve all heard the quip, “Knowledge is 
power.” Well we have the facts, the 
knowledge about Myanmar. Do we have 
the power for positive change?
The answer of course, is yes. We, as 
the most powerful nation in the world, 
can focus our energies and resources on 
fighting for human rights. We can unite 
on the common ground of humanity and 
join in the struggle for peace and democ­
racy. In a nation that has increasingly 
become more self-interested and power 
hungry, I challenge our leaders and mem­
bers of society to actually make a posi­
tive change. We can make this world a 
better place.
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Tangents and Tirades
Columbus Day weekend can be a relaxing time. But nothing 
allieves more tension than reading Tangents and Tirades. You ’ll 
laugh, you’ll cry; it’s better than “Grey’s Anatomy. ”
Democratic candidates show hypocrisy on Iraq. At the Democratic Presidential 
debates in Dartmouth last week, party frontrunners Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.), 
Barack Obama (D-Ill.), and John Edwards (D-N.C.) all refused to commit to with­
drawing United States troops from Iraq. Senators Clinton and Edwards even went 
so far as to say that they could not be sure if the troops would be withdrawn by the 
end of their first term in 2013. Those of you planning on voting Democrat in ’08 
who watched the debate were probably outraged at your party leaders’ failure to 
commit to their promise of immediate withdrawal of all troops. Since the beginning 
of the war the left has done nothing but belittle American efforts in Iraq, demand­
ing that President Bush promptly remove all forces from the country. The Democrat 
candidates have made it clear, however, that they will not leave Iraq if elected. 
Apparently they are now uninterested in ending this “war for oil” and stopping the 
“terrorism” that John Kerry and his ilk claim American troops are inciting there. 
These candidates have no core beliefs to advance the interests of this country— 
unless of course you believe that higher taxes, weakness in the fight on terror, 
greater government control over our daily lives, and the right to kill the unborn are 
values that all should seek to promote.—Mark Scirocco ’10
Good job Bush!... Did I really just say that? Well it was bound to happen some 
time. President George W. Bush actually made a good decision! Last Thursday the 
president signed a bill into law that provides tuition assistance to those many stu­
dents and families that are unable to afford college on their own. The bill increas­
es the maximum Pell grant and decreases the interest on federally-backed student 
loans. Signing this bill was a good move for Bush. This is also a victory for 
Congress, whose approval ratings were actually lower than the president’s! The bill 
passed in the Senate with a vote of 79-12 and was passed in the House with a vote 
of 292-97. This is a good sign that both parties are actually capable of getting 
together and creating laws that actually can help people. There is also the amaze­
ment that President Bush doesn’t actually veto every good piece of legislation that 
crosses his desk. So good for you George! I’m shocked that I actually have some­
thing to congratulate you on but this was a good decision. Try and make more of 
them.—Andy Kowal ’10
Pencil lovin’. There’s something about sharpening a brand new pencil that really 
appeals to me. The pencil starts out like all the other pencils in the box: Orange-yel­
low, pink eraser, 7.5 inches, and no point at all. Once stuck into the sharpener, 
pieces of its selfless facade are shaved away, and it begins to take on a personality 
of its own. Sometimes the pencil sharpens perfectly and narrows until it resembles 
a medical needle, other times the wood is crooked no matter how certain I am that 
it was straight through the entire process. The smell of the newly cut wood is fresh 
and invigorating, almost liberating. It is inspiring when I sit down to write with this 
newly developed tool, this friend who until recently lacked its most important char­
acteristic—a point.—Ben Perry ’10
Since when is Rhode Island not part of the Nation? For weeks I have been sit­
ting on the edge of my seat waiting for the acclaimed ‘60s film, Across the 
Universe, to debut. Across the Universe is about an American girl and British heart- 
throb falling for each other in the midst of a political and social revolution, allow­
ing a collection of 30 Beatles songs to tell their story. I’ve watched the movie trail­
er countless times on YouTube and even saw the clip of director Julie Taymor talk­
ing about her film with Oprah. Come on, even Oprah cried when she was describ­
ing Taymor’s ingenious brilliance (then again, Oprah cries about everything). To 
me, Across the Universe was going to be the Harry Potter of all movies—I specif­
ically reserved the night of September 21 for nothing but the luxury of sitting in the 
theater, popcorn in hand, and singing along to “Hey Jude.” Happiness. Well, not 
even Jude himself could have a more depressing day than me when I came to the 
realization the night before (after feverishly searching online) that just because a 
movie is being NATIONALLY RELEASED doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s going 
to be playing in the state of Rhode Island. At all. Instead, I wound up watching the 
maple syrup-coated Amanda Bynes flick (sorry Amanda, but your Nickelodeon days 
ended in 1997 and are well past expired) in a theater of bubble gum smacking 10 
year-olds. Lennon once sang, “Happiness is a warm gun,” and I can tell you that at 
that moment, I couldn’t agree more.—Taylor Trudon ’ll
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Letters to the Editor:
The S.A.I.N.T.S. Who Came Marching In
I would like to have The Cowl broad­
cast my respect and appreciation to all 
the S.A.I.N.T.S. who worked so tire­
lessly and effectively on the move-in. 
At the building Officer MacDonald and 
I were assigned to, Raymond Hall, the 
S.A.I.N.T.S. worked above and beyond 
the call of duty, surpassing what was 
asked and expected of them, and they 
did it with great attitudes and a spirit of 
happy service and indefatigueable help­
fullness. They were incredible and 
made the day a smashing success. The 
parents noticed and were very 
impressed and appreciative. They 
deserve recognition and respect, and if 
there are any teachers reading this, 
please consider giving them a free pass
on a perfect test grade and credit it to 
their public service, which was encour­
aging and inspiring. Kudos to all the 
S.A.I.N.T.S. who worked throughout 
the campus, but particularly the follow­
ing S.A.I.N.T.S. who worked at 
Raymond Hall on Sunday, Sept. 2:
Steve Parri, Drew Panza, Peter 
Young, Kevin Lindsey, Andrew Cupelo, 
Owen Bligh, Kelly O’Sullivan, Sean 
Olivera, Andy Jacques, Brian Allen, 
Lauren Utschig, Jamie Overton, and the 
unidentified R.O.T.C. cadet from Brown 
University. Thank you.
—Security Officer David O’Connor
How reliable is the “Blue Light System?”
After visiting my boyfriend’s school for 
about the millionth time last weekend, but 
miraculously seeing their blue light system 
for the first time (apparently it doesn’t 
stand out that much), I started thinking 
about our own blue light system here at 
PC, and our safety in general. As a mem­
ber of PC’s Admissions Ambassadors, I am 
constantly asked about security on campus 
and how safe I feel. I have never had a 
problem regarding safety on campus, and I 
tend to cite the blue light system when 
talking to prospective students and their 
families because it’s one of our security 
features— but how effective is it? It 
seemed to me one day that the blue light in 
front of Fennell had been blinking for 
hours, and I never saw a security vehicle. 
The same light was blinking a few days 
later, and again, no security in sight. 
During my orientation day for Admissions 
Ambassadors, a member of that year’s 
Exec Board told us, ‘It’s fine to talk about
the blue light system if you’re ever giving 
a tour, but if they ask you to push the but­
ton, just don’t do it, because we don't real­
ly know how long it would take for securi­
ty to get there.” Last night while reentering 
the campus through the Eaton Street gate 
with my roommates after a delicious trip to 
Panera, we noticed that the security guard 
was sleeping in the booth. We thought it 
was hilarious at the time, but that sight is 
something that truly worries me. In a 
world where students will gun down their 
own classmates, what is PC doing to pro­
tect us? It’s comforting to hear from Major 
John Leyden Jr. that PC has ‘a coordinated 
and comprehensive emergency response 
plan,’ but I’d also like to know that if I hit 
one of those blue light buttons, someone 
will show up, and if anyone who isn’t sup­
posed to be on campus tries to get on cam­
pus, security will be awake to stop them.
—Alyssa Loring ’08
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let­
ters to the editor from all members of the 
Providence College community, as well as outside 
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, 
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address 
w here he or she can be reached. Articles will be 
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is 
given consideration for publication will be con­
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the 
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in 
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to 
700 words in length, and only one will be pub­
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its 
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit 
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion 
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev­
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the
editor are the opinions of the writer only and do 
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed 
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to 
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin 
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at 
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@provi- 
dence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in 
Slavin G05. Call 401-856-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by 
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition 
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to: 
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence, 
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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A Glance at the Complex
Government in Iran
by Charles Plungis ’08
Guest Commentary
This past Wednesday, Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke 
at Columbia University in New York.
His speech at the University comes at a
WORLD
time when his country 
is facing increasing 
isolation from the
Western world. Iran’s
isolation has come about largely 
because of President Ahmadinejad’s 
defiant rhetoric about his country’s 
“right” to develop nuclear reactors for 
“peaceful” means while calling at the 
same time for the destruction of the state 
of Israel. By Columbia University 
allowing Ahmadinejad to speak at their 
institution they served to empower and 
provide a new sense of legitimacy to the 
incredibly unpopular president within 
Iran. As someone who is incredibly 
intrigued by that region of the world, 
however, I would argue that he is 
becoming increasingly irrelevant. His 
position within the government is large­
ly symbolic and therefore the United 
States should not react too hastily in 
making any decision to launch a pre­
emptive strike on Iran.
The president of Iran serves as the 
head of government and is in charge of 
the budget, initiating legislation, select­
ing cabinet members, foreign policy, 
and diplomacy. The supreme leader, 
elected by the Assembly of Experts, 
serves for life and sits directly above the 
president. He has ultimate political 
authority and therefore holds the most 
powerful office. He decides who can run 
for president—eliminating rivals in the 
process—appoints the chief justices, 
directors of radio and television broad­
casting, appoints heads of military, and 
is commander in chief of the armed 
forces. Iran’s government is incredibly 
complex, far more so I would argue than 
that of the United States and therefore it 
is of utmost importance that we take the 
time to understand the inner dynamics 
of their government.
The supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Khamenei is the man, in my opinion, 
who holds true power within Iran. I 
would also argue that he is far more con­
cerned with maintaining stable relations 
with the West than with confrontation. 
This is because he has the largest stake 
in all that happens within Iran. Over the 
past 30 years Iran has become plagued 
by an inefficient, corrupt public sector 
and NGO’s that waste public money and 
stifle the economy. Inflation rates are 
through the roof and 40 percent of the 
country lives below the poverty line. 
Almost 50 percent of the population is
www.TheCowl.com
News Stories: Lacking 
Luster but Bringing Humor
continued from page 8
“shut up” were among the thoughts that 
dashed through my mind as I scanned 
these headlines. It is the funny, the 
sweet, and the ludicrous in the mundane 
that keeps us going between the fright­
ening crisis in Myanmar, the killed 
African Union peacekeepers in Darfur, 
and OJ Simpson’s latest hijinks. The 
silliness reminds us of our common 
humanity, and our reactions link us to 
under the age of 25 and many of them 
are arguably pro-Western as demonstrat­
ed by the many student riots for free 
speech and debate over the past few 
years. The country is extremely volatile 
and anything that the president and the 
leadership do to hurt the citizenry could 
be held against them. The country is 
therefore highly susceptible to econom­
ic sanctions. The West should appeal to 
Khamenei if it wishes to mitigate a pos­
sible confrontation between Iran and
Israel and/or the United States.
And thus, I think that pursuing a path 
of diplomacy with Iran coupled with 
severe economic sanctions against the 
regime will bring about the desired 
change. Don’t get me wrong, it will take 
time and possibly more severe actions 
might need to be taken, such as blockad­
ing the coastline and hence disrupting the 
flow of oil into the country, but I believe 
it can be done. Ahmedinejad came to 
power on promises to improve the plight 
of the poor and middle classes—some­
thing that Ayatollah failed to achieve, as 
well as the previous President Hashemi 
Rafsanji. Ahmedinejad likewise, has thus 
far failed to deliver. It is for this reason 
that economic sanctions will be an effec­
tive tool in making him increasingly 
unpopular at home while at the same time 
forcing him to reign in his rhetoric.
It goes without saying that nuclear 
energy will not do anything for the aver­
age Iranian. It will not create jobs in a 
country that needs at least a million 
more jobs annually and it cannot change 
the chronic low efficiency, productivity, 
and all around stagnation of an economy 
controlled almost entirely by the gov­
ernment. Iran does not need nuclear 
energy to create jobs or to make their 
economy more vibrant, they need less 
government control.
The United States should not launch a 
preemptive strike on Iran’s nuclear facili­
ties. This action would only serve to 
embolden Muslim jihadists all over the 
world and further alienate the United 
States from its allies. If any action is to be 
taken against these countries it should 
come under the approval of the United 
Nations and/or NATO. If the United 
States truly believes in promoting democ­
racy, it should use international institu­
tions to promote its ideas and thus lead by 
example and not by the power of the 
sword. At the same time, if Iran continues 
developing its nuclear facilities and it 
becomes apparent that the regime is 
going to launch an attack on Israel, then 
Israel has the right to defend herself. The 
United States and the United Nations 
should stand behind Israel in their right to 
defense and do everything in their power 
to protect Israel from a nuclear strike.
the individuals who are affected by the 
events. We feel for the residents of that 
Illinois town faced with “STOP ... in 
the name of love,” and college students 
can sympathize with the TP bandit and 
TP law-enforcement personnel.
Remember when I said I had a great 
job? I really do. Hopefully I’m one of 
those stories that makes you say “are 
you serious?” or “how ridiculous,” but 
hopefully not “shut up.”
Thank you to all those who 
applied to Commentary!
We are no longer accepting 
applications, but here is the 
status on the other sections:
News: Still hiring (4+) 
World: Not Hiring as of now.
A & E: Still hiring! (4+) 
Portfolio: Not hiring. 
Roving: Infinitely hiring! 
Sports: Limited space available. 
Copy Editing: No longer hiring.
Circulations: HIRING!!!
Beatles Prevail
Over Stones
by Aiden Redmond ’08
Commentary Staff
When it comes to knowing your rock 
and roll history, some may argue that the 
whole scene boils down to two bands: 
The Beatles and The Rolling Stones. 
Both have rightfully earned their place 
in music history, but in my book, I 
would take John, Paul, George, and 
Ringo over Mick, Keith, and company 
any day of the week. My conclusion 
comes from a long series of arguments 
over the issue during my time at PC and 
a lifetime of listening to quality music. 
From an instrumental standpoint, The 
Stones definitely have the upper hand 
on The Beatles and they deserve all the 
credit they have earned over the years 
for that one (take a sweet listen to the 
guitar licks on “Honky Tonk Woman”). 
Although from a lyrical standpoint, The 
Beatles were nothing short of poets and 
wrote some of the most genuine songs to 
ever make it onto vinyl (even Ringo 
wrote “With A Little Help From My 
Friends”). But in the end, I guess it
Whale Hunt: Hunters 
Arrested for Illegal Slaying
continued from page 8
many tribes, especially those in the 
Northwest coast, the only reasonable way 
to survive is to continue hunting native 
species as their predecessors did. Certainly 
most politicians and citizens that denounce 
such hunting of seals and whales are will­
ing to support a government stipend so that 
the tribe members will not have to hunt 
endangered or rare species for sustenance.
However, to indulge a little in the self- 
hate that is so popular among the animal 
rights groups and the like, the question 
remains: What good can these government 
checks really do? Most tribal reservations 
are incredibly isolated, far from any sup­
pliers or decent food stores, and so the 
only reasonable way to sustain one’s tribe 
is to turn to nature, which readily provides 
for the responsible demands placed on the 
environment by the native population. In 
fact, the Makah have hunted whales for 
centuries, and only after commercial 
whalers depleted the population in the 
1930s were the protected species laws 
passed. Furthermore, it makes absolutely 
no sense that those same politicians and 
self-hating citizens who decry the white 
comes down to personal experience for 
me, someone who grew up with The 
Beatles and still has not grown out of 
them. Like any band, as their image 
evolved from a boy band to long haired 
vagabonds, their music evolved as well. 
The only thing is that when most bands 
do this, their music starts to suck and 
everyone just listens to their old hits 
instead of wasting money to hear their 
new album that got put together for a 
reunion tour. The Rolling Stones no 
longer make innovative rock music like 
they once did, and that is something that 
The Beatles always did while they were 
together. I am confident in saying that 
almost everyone has a Beatles phase in 
their life and not as many have a Rolling 
Stones phase, and for me it is no coinci­
dence. Don’t get me wrong, The Rolling 
Stones will forever be one of the great­
est bands of all time, but they will 
always be in the shadow of The Beatles. 
I am the walrus.
atrocities committed against the American 
Indians in generations past should now 
seek to deprive those same tribes of their 
pride and independence. Without a doubt, 
responsible hunting of native species 
would cultivate a sense of community and 
identification which the profoundly 
impoverished tribes could rally around. If 
such positive and progressive goals are 
within reach, how can the animal rights 
lobby and liberal politicians justify their 
court fights against the Makah tribe for 
nearly 10 years, as the tribe attempts to 
win the right to hunt whales?
Is it any wonder then that the five arrest­
ed tribe members have shown, to use 
Watson’s words, “contemptuous indiffer­
ence to the law?” Mr. Watson and those 
around him have never questioned the 
validity of the protected species law, and 
fail to see that the livelihood of an entire 
people is being wrested from their grasp. It 
certainly is not right to fight for animals’ 
rights at the expense of the Makah tribe’s 
quality of life, and for this reason the mis­
guided protected species laws need to be 
adjusted and the jailed hunters should be 
freed if justice is to be served.
October 4, 2007 Roving Photographer 11 The Cowl
What’s the Best Thing About Fall at 
Providence College?
“Green Mountain Boys football.”
Saba Nessrella ’08
“The Red Sox/Yankees riots.”
Kevin Johnson ’08, Darren Helstowski ’08
“Outdoor events because the weather is pleasant.”
Emmy Lofstedt ’ll, Giselle Youssef’ll, Isaac 
Chacdn ’ll
“Halloween and stuffing yourself on
Thanksgiving.”
Ryan Ward ’09,-Vanessa Coelho ’08
“Not sweating in our dorm rooms!”
Nikki McDaid ’ll, Erica Morris ’ll, Brianna 
King ’ll, Sly Omuemu ’ll, Karissa Goncalves ’ll
“The new J. Crew fall line.”
Andrew Gorgone ’09
“Big comfy sweatshirts!”
Katherine McGill ’08
“Men’s sports.”
Brett Carroll ’09, Nora Yousif ’09
“The leaves turning colors!”
Meg Prahin ’09
“SOCCER! VOLLEYBALL! CROSSCOUNTRY! 
FIELD HOCKEY! BASKETBALL! HOCKEY! 
SOCCER! VOLLEYBALL! CROSSCOUNTRY!
FIELD HOCKEY! BASKETBALL! HOCKEY . ”
- The Friar
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Coining Home 
to Scranton 
and Seattle
The Office and
Grey's Anatomy
Season Premieres
by Annmarie Granstrand ’09
Asst. A&E Editor
“Are you kidding me? Pam and Jim are 
totally hooking up.” From Kevin Malone’s 
mouth to our ears, Pam Beesley and Jim 
Halpert are dating. Finally. There are few 
destinies that took 
TELEVISION longer to achieve.
FEATURE Odysseus got to Ithaca
in less time than it 
took Jim to vocalize that simple yet heart­
melting request to Pam: “Want to get din­
ner some time?” The union of Pam and Jim 
clearly had instant and visible repercus­
sions on our campus the following Friday 
morning. The “PB&J” effect allows us all 
to breathe a little easier, sleep a little more 
soundly, and smile a little more.
But it wasn’t all smiles. A shamed 
Michael Scott entered the office to reveal 
an “unavoidable tragedy” of the automo­
bile-related pelvical fracture of Meredith 
Palmer. Heartbreak flooded the accounting 
department when Angela Martin’s beloved 
feline perished in a freezer. As a result, 
Angela and Dwight’s torrid affair seems to 
cool along with poor Sprinkles. On top of 
it all, it turns out, Meredith is rabid.
Determined to break the curse, Michael 
eloquently reasons, “A woman shouldn’t 
have to be hit by a car to realize she has 
rabies.” The Scranton branch organizes a 
5K run to support Meredith and the hypo­
thetically existing people like her.
Some highlights of the episode included 
Andy’s heinous measures to prevent “nip­
ple chaffage,” Michael vomiting his 
“carbo-load” of fettuccine alfredo he ate 
moments before the race, Angela checking 
Dwight into a copy machine, and Kevin 
offering hospitalized Meredith a pound. 
My adoration of K. Malone has only deep­
ened. I love watching him dish the gossip 
about Jim and Pam like a giddy sixth grade 
girl on the playground.
Because it was a premiere, it was a full 
hour. At times, this extended episode 
lagged a little. There were more laughs 
gained through circumstantial comedy and 
plot and less through short dialogue. It was 
necessary groundwork for the momentous 
season ahead.
Sinfully scheduled at the same time was 
the premiere of Grey’s Anatomy. The inten­
sity returned at full force, along with the 
usual banter and odd patients. Reviving 
the old Pica routine, another patient 
brought into Seattle Grace can’t seem to 
stop eating money, medical instruments, 
and the like. Izzie zones in on the wound­
ed Bambi theme of the episode by saving a 
deer. Although Bailey isn’t the new chief,
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Some Latin
Flavor to Savor
John Mango ’10 delves into Latino 
culture as he attends Providence’s own
Latin American Film Festival
by John Mango ’10
A&E Staff
LOCAL
FEATURE
I would like to preface this article you 
have so astutely chosen to read with a 
warning (maybe warning is too harsh a 
word, but certainly, if nothing else, a heads 
up). My knowledge 
of Latin American 
culture includes what 
I learned from seeing 
those Speedy Gonzalez cartoons, watch­
ing that movie Apocolypto, and eating at 
Over the Border a few times. Granted, 
this probably says a lot about me, as I ve 
had the privilege to visit Ecuador and 
experience Latin American culture first­
hand. But enough about me, because that’s 
not why you’re reading this. If you want­
ed to read about me you’d be on 
Facebook, not checking out The Cowl.
The Latin American Film Festival 
(which ran from Sept. 22 to 29) took place 
all around Providence with different 
shows hosted at a plethora of relatively 
obscure media venues. I was lucky enough 
to attend a movie screening at the quaintly 
antique Columbus Theater located on 270 
Broadway Street (Broadway is right off 
Federal Hill). Some of the other more fes­
tive fiestas to take place under the jurisdic­
tion of the LAFF included the screening of 
films such as El Clown, Viva Cuba, 
Cheese Face, Shut Up and Do It, 
Mississippi Chicken, and Sanky Panky 
(don’t worry, I thought [read thought as 
hoped] it was named Skanky Panky at first 
glance too).
I had the pleasure of viewing the film 
Washington Heights, written by and star­
ring Manny Perez (for those of you not 
familiar with Mr. Perez, he’s played roles in 
Courage Under Fire, CSI, Law & Order, 
and many other shows you probably 
haven’t seen, but, fear not, he plays the 
same drug dealer character in every one. 
I’m not belittling him. He said it himself, 
and he’s pretty dam good at it).
To be completely honest with you, I 
liked this movie about as much as I enjoyed 
taking ice skating lessons when I was a kid 
(my mom said I was too dainty to play 
hockey, and I had the grace of Michelle 
Kwan ... the other figure skaters beat me 
up a lot).
So now you might be asking me, John 
Mango, how could you possibly be rec­
ommending me to consider visiting the 
LAFF when you didn’t like the movie and 
seem to have learned very little from the 
festival itself? Well, I reply to you by say­
ing, despite all of this, it was a lot of fun. 
Instead of talking at you about the cultur­
al significance and beneficial educational 
qualities of the festival, take my figurative 
hand and let me walk you through my 
exciting experience.
I was dropped off at the Columbus 
Theater at about 6:00 p.m. last Friday by 
my section editor (how’s that for power, 
my editor = my chauffeur) to be greeted 
by a crowd of Latin American townies 
salsa dancing to a live band. So, after 
writhing my way through the crowd and 
shouting “ariba” to the band, I made my 
way into the theater itself.
The main hall had a pleasant musk of 
moth balls and sawdust, so I was tempted 
to linger and enjoy the natural aromather­
apy, but instead decided to purchase my 
ticket for the film. After a lengthy negoti­
ation with the ticket woman (she kept ask­
ing for dolores and centavos, but I just 
couldn’t understand what she was trying 
to get at), I attempted to engage in friend­
ly conversation with the man punching 
tickets. This ended in me somehow pur­
chasing three copies of a samba CD.
On my way to the showing room I spot­
ted a snack stand and decided to indulge 
myself with an authentic Latin American 
meal of Goobers and popped maize. It was 
good; I especially recommend the popped 
maize. Finally, I made it into the showing 
room, which resembled a cross between 
one of those really long cathedrals and the 
theater from King Kong. I kind of felt like 
I was about to become a part of an Are You 
Afraid of The Dark? episode (this was 
affirmed when I almost sat on that spider 
that Hagrid raised as a babe).
The movie itself wasn’t immensely 
provocative. It followed the trials and 
tribulations of a Latin American father
and son. The son was a rising comic book 
artist and the father owned a local general 
store that was having financial problems. 
After an incident that leaves the father a 
paraplegic, the protagonist is forced to 
decide between his comics or his father. 
You can probably guess the choice he 
makes. The movie ends with a scene in 
which an aspiring bowler is knifed by a 
local hood which seemed to be taken 
directly from West Side Story.
After the movie ended, Manny came out 
for a Q & A. Little did I know this was to 
be conducted in Spanish. Seeing as how 
the only Spanish words I know are limited 
to “pantalones y gato” and fluent Spanish 
speakers speak faster than a locomotive 
(and I’m talking one of those Maglev 
trains), I picked up very little. And despite 
my attempts to convince everyone that I 
understood what was going on around me 
with my impeccable imitation of “The 
Thinker,” I’m pretty sure they realized my 
lack of comprehension when I asked a 
question that had been asked immediately 
before me. So after about a half hour of 
crinkling my forehead and giving under­
standable nods, I made my way out of the 
theater (making sure to pick up some of 
that maize for the long road home).
Now you may be thinking to yourself, 
this sounds about as fun as going to a pet­
ting zoo inhabited strictly by prickly ani­
mals. This is not the case. Despite my 
incessant ignorance and obliviousness, I 
got a lot out of it. I felt as if I was part of 
a community, something you really don’t 
get when going to see Shrek III in IMAX 
(as hilarious as it may be). I, for one, will 
definitely be attending Sanky Panky next 
year, and I highly recommend you do as 
well, and if the idea of independent Latin 
American films doesn’t light your fire, then 
at least stop by for some salsa dancing and 
maybe a kernel of popped maize or two.
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by James McGehee ’08
A&E Editor
As the leaves take on a tinge and the air 
cools, the time arrives to consider giving 
the sweatshirts and fleeces a cycle through 
the wash. The hot days perfect for lolly- 
gagging at the beach have been past for 
several weeks and won’t return until next 
spring (although a cold day at the beach 
pertecfly suits those up for the polar bear 
swim.)  In other words, fall is here to stay.
But there is one remnant of summer that 
the fall and winter months allow—ice 
cream. Some ice cream shops close down 
in the winter months, but most know bet- 
er, because people love ice cream all year 
ong. Last week, the A&E staffers (even 
our token lactose intolerant staffer) took a 
little trip to three of Providence’s best ice 
cream shops to determine which we would 
revisit as the cold sets in. Here are the 
results:
1.)  Three Sister’s Ice Cream
1074 Hope St.
(401) 273-7230
Three Sister’s Ice Cream is a cafe that 
serves specialty sandwiches, coffees, and 
breakfast foods. But forget those—it’s the 
artificial coloring and preservative-free ice 
cream we care about. I know it sounds 
healthy, but the rich taste does not suffer.
Chris Tompkins ’09 tried the Guinness 
flavor and found it “tastes like vanilla with 
a subtle hint of beer.” Tompkins thought 
that he might feel drunk afterwards, which 
he did not, but he still reported waking up 
with a hangover the next morning.
I ordered the Maxmillian’s Mud Pie, as 
did Annmarie Granstrand ’09. We both 
enjoyed the mocha ice cream full of big 
brownie chunks and cookie bits.
The only negative aspects of Three 
Sister’s, the staff agrees, are the occasion­
al ice chunks in its homemade ice cream 
and the annoying country music playing in 
the cafe. As much as we all love eating ice 
cream in the cold months, we cannot eat it 
outside in the winter, and therefore may be 
subject to a substandard musical selection. 
Pricing: $1.50 for a “micro” size, $2.75 
for a small, and $3.75 for a large.
2. ) Roba! Dolce
178 Angel St.
(401) 848-9600
Roba! Dolce, located on a Thayer St. 
comer, serves gelato, an Italian ice cream 
that some argue is superior to regular ice 
cream. Claire Pevoto ’10 wrote that gela­
to’s flavors “are much more intense and 
the texture very rich.” As such, the hazel­
nut gelato was Pevoto’s favorite ice cream 
of the night. Sarah Bidinger ’09 collected 
up the courage to order the lemon lime 
jalapeno gelato. Practically everyone took 
a taste and the reviews were, for the most 
part, positive.
I had trouble choosing between the
With the Arts & Entertainment Staff
Dairy to die for: Above, the A&E staff enjoys (note all the smiles) gelato at Roba! 
Dolce. Below, Chris Tompkins ’09 prepares to eat his Ben & Jerry’s.
many tempting flavors, but I finally set­
tled for peanut butter. If it’s any indication 
of how much I savor Roba! Dolce’s gela­
to, I will be returning there this weekend. 
Maybe I’ll try cherry or blueberry this 
time.
Pricing: $3.25 for a small, $4.25 for a 
medium, and $5.25 for a large.
3.)  Ben & Jerry’s
237 Meeting Street 
(401) 421-1114
Ben & Jerry’s is a chain, but exempting 
the fact that every New Englander has been 
eating Ben & Jerry’s since infanthood, it 
doesn’t feel like a chain. At least it doesn’t 
taste like chain ice cream. Ryan Bums ’08 
wrote that Ben & Jerry’s offered such large 
chunks of cookie dough that they were 
almost too large. (I think he’s being face­
tious, because when has too much cookie 
dough ever been a bad thing?)
With flavors such as lemon meringue, 
cinnamon buns, and creme brulee, Ben & 
Jerry’s offers a plethora of interesting fla­
vors. I tried pumpkin cheesecake, the per­
fect fall flavor.
On the down side, however, Pevoto 
noted that Ben & Jerry’s is heavier than 
most ice cream, and makes one “feel 
approximately 234 lbs. heavier after con­
sumption.” By the time we left Ben & 
Jerry’s, we had each eaten well over 1,000 
calories, which adds a figure more like 
.234 lbs. after the intestines perform their 
magic.
Pricing: $3.55 for a small, $3.95 for a 
medium, and $4.95 for a large.
I don’t want to leave you with an image 
of the digestive process, so picture this: 
Three rounded scoops of ice cream or 
gelato waiting for a spoon to guide it into 
your mouth. Go get some ice cream at one 
of these three great ice cream places.
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Asst. A&E Editor
Falling Down
Directed by Joel Schumacher
The year is 1993. Sitting in traffic on 
the L.A. Freeway one morning, 
William Foster (Michael Douglas) 
snaps and essentially shoots every­
thing he hates in the city. This is a 
great flick because its subject is a 
man doing the things any of us would 
do if we had nothing to lose, a fan­
tastic fantasy to say the least.
Music
Marquee Moon
Television
Elektra
Television is arguably the first indie 
rock band ever and few indie albums 
have come close to Marquee Moon’s 
coarse melodic energy. The combi­
nation of Tom Verlaine’s hypnotically 
arresting voice and extremely catchy 
and intricate guitar riffs creates an 
ambient and gritty soundscape. A 
must for any garage band enthusiast.
by Tim Perrish
This melancholy and surprisingly 
humorous book of short stories con­
tains some of the strangest accounts 
of Southern living I have ever read. 
At the same time, they are haunting- 
ly realistic and uncomfortably famil­
iar. Perrish writes with a brutal and 
hilarious sober irony. He has the 
uncanny ability to make any situation 
funny and sad at the same time.
Taste of the TownSpecial
Edition:
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by James McGehee ’08
A&E Editor
Religious groups are up in flames 
again; this time over Kathy Griffin’s 
speech-ending remark when she accept­
ed a Creative Arts Emmy last month. Her 
bold, inflammatory proclamation: “A lot 
of people come up here and thank Jesus 
for this award. I want you to know that 
no one had less to do with this award 
than Jesus. Suck it, Jesus. This award is 
my god now.”
Setting aside Griffin’s remarks for a 
second, let me say I’ve always thought 
the rampant thanking (God included) at 
entertainment awards ceremonies a little 
silly and a lot boring. I already know 
what my speech would consist of—a 
quick inspirational story followed by 
“anybody who is deserving of my thanks 
will receive a fruit basket within the 
week. Okay, goodnight.”
That being said, Kathy Griffin isn’t the 
first performer to mock Christianity and 
cause an outrage. Madonna’s 2006 
Confessions Tour included her hanging on 
a cross and wearing a crown of thorns. The 
most infamous gesture against Christianity, 
perhaps, occurred on Saturday Night Live 
in 1992. While performing Bob Marley’s 
“War,” Sinead O’Connor tore up a picture 
of Pope John Paul II and shouted, “Fight 
the real enemy!”
According to Griffin, humor inspired 
her remark. “Am I the only Catholic left 
with a sense of humor?” she remarked 
afterwards. Griffin has also pronounced 
herself a “militant atheist.” I’m confused, 
but here’s what I think happened: After 
two decades of mediocre work on T.V. 
Griffin got an award that, in the moment, 
presented itself as much more substantial 
than it was. In her excitement and pride, 
her buried hatred toward the Catholic 
Church (her ex-religion) combined with a 
satirical stab at an award-ceremony cliche 
resulted in a joke (in poor taste).
I think Griffin’s comment would have 
;deservedly drawn much less criticism if
she had stopped before telling Jesus to 
“suck it.” I almost feel blasphemous 
transcribing that exclamation. Despite 
Griffin’s claim that she only wanted to 
mock the profuse celebrity thanking of 
Jesus and had no intention of mocking 
Christians, many have reacted stronly. A 
Christian acting troupe called the 
“Miracle Theater” spent $90,440 on a 
full-page advertisement in USA Today 
that spoke out against Griffin.
My article holds little opinion thus far 
for a piece that feels like a commentary. 
I have not taken a stance on Griffin’s 
comments. I admit, though, that whenev­
er entertainers try to “make a statement” 
about anything from war to religion to 
politics, I get a bit miffed. You are qual­
ified to entertain. So do your own job.
And in protest against all entertainers 
who attempt to make statements with 
great social and political bearing, I refuse 
to make a statement. Instead, here are 
some questions and you can take the time 
to devise an answer that my beliefs won’t 
interfere with: Why is Griffin’s comment 
so obscene for something she intended as 
a joke? Why did Griffin ask if she were the 
only Catholic left with a sense of humor 
when she left the Church years ago? Why 
does the Miracle Theater troupe spend 
such an overwhelming amount to run a 
protest ad? Is an entertainer’s thanking of 
God either at an awards ceremony, in an 
album’s liner notes, or in any other fash­
ion, a proper gesture?
Regardless of whether this ordeal 
hurts Griffin’s career or not, entertainers 
will continue to make statements that 
will offend people’s religious and politi­
cal beliefs. So I say we learn to ignore 
their meaningless tirades. As Dave 
Chappelle joked regarding the Dixie 
Chick’s anti-Bush rants, “Why you care 
so much what the Dixie Chicks say? It’s 
not like they’re political scientists or 
nothing. They’re just bitches that can
■ sing good.”
No Ghosts Here
The Providence Ghost Tour skips telling convincing ghost stories for 
gossipy stories about violent suicides and unsolved neighborhood murders
by Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff
Deep red was seeping up through the 
 wrought-iron fence at Prospect Park. The 
last rays of a setting sun cast the park in 
eerie light, striking the overarching sil­
houette of Roger 
LOCAL Williams in stark
FEATURE contrast to the city
behind.
A bit tired from the arduous mountain 
climb from Kennedy Plaza to the park, I 
sat alone on a weathered park bench to 
catch my breath. A little girl toddled by, 
fearfully clutching her mother’s hand. 
Lovers sat nearby in the grass whispering 
to each other, and a group of picnickers 
were strewn about on blankets in 
Birkenstocks and long, flowing dresses, 
beating on bongo drums, strumming gui­
tars, and popping open bottles of cham­
pagne. Haunting melodies and the faint 
aroma of burning wood drifted up from 
WaterFire, beginning on the river far 
below.
At about 6:45 p.m., I spotted five 
black-clad figures huddling near the 
Roger Williams statue. More people, 
usually in pairs, joined the group, walk­
ing slowly, speaking in low whispers, and 
clandestinely handing dollar bills to the 
group in black. Drug deals going down 
before sunset? Alas, I was privy to no 
such scandal, but rather was sitting at the 
starting point of the Providence Ghost 
Tour. And as I had purchased my ticket 
online earlier in the day, I was able to 
scope out those who would be my com­
panions for the evening.
The demeanor of the group was very 
solemn—most people shuffled silently 
about, heads down, hands stuffed in their 
pockets. No one wanted to break the 
mood of impending terror with a smile or 
bright gaze.
Somewhere a church bell struck an 
ominous seven. I walked apprehensively 
to the group, keeping my head down so 
as to blend in. We were standing on three 
symmetrically intersecting brick side­
walks, which, I convinced myself, were 
somehow deeply significant of some­
thing. Nervously, the group, 21 strong, 
followed the guides out of the park, only 
too aware of the chill wind riffling 
through the trees, the leaves crunching 
darkly beneath our feet, and a single orb­
like streetlight piercing the navy blue 
sky.
We stopped in front of a large old 
Colonial house. A guide wearing a 
bowler hat defined the types of spirits we 
might encounter on our tour: Anything 
from orbs to specters to poltergeists. We
Fall TV: The Office and Grey’s Anatomy Begin their Fourth Seasons
continued from page 12
she still runs the show. Cristina almost 
shows emotion when she learns Burke 
won’t be returning, but quickly redirects 
that emotion as hatred towards her 
interns.
Derek Shepherd knows this is more of 
the same as well. If only Meredith Grey 
knew. McDreamy practically knows 
Meredith better than she knows herself. 
When Sloan tells Shepherd, “That girl 
jerked you around,” Shepherd easily and 
quickly justifies Meredith’s instability. He 
knows her. But the story line is too famil­
iar. It’s time for Shepherd and Meredith to 
move on without each other—as painful 
as that is for all three of us.
SARAH BIDINGER ’09/The Cowl
Can you spot a ghost?: Look close enough and you can see a white blur on the bot­
tom of the left photo. The right photo shows a scary statue.
were encouraged to take plenty of pic­
tures—ghosts and orbs regularly make 
appearances in the photographs on this 
tour. As if to encourage us, a man loaded 
up with photographer’s supplies emerged 
from the shadows and joined us.
Tiptoeing through the darkened East 
side of Providence, it was quite easy for a 
while to freak myself out with eerie 
images coming at me from all sides. A 
dark cat stealthily slid across the street. A 
lone figure sat smoking in a dimly lit 
pavilion, a single ray of light illuminating 
the clouds of smoke over his head, making 
them look like amorphous glowing figures 
floating through the air. All this time, the 
uncanny melodies continued to drift up 
from WaterFire.
“Man!” I thought to myself, “these tour 
guides have got it made. . .” Had they 
guided us around Providence in silence, I 
probably would have peed my pants and 
had to call my roommate to pick me up.
Take a moment and imagine that kid, 
senior year of high school, who still car­
ried around a big binder of Pokemon cards 
if that was you, sorry. ..). Now imagine if 
he and the drama geek had five kids. 
Freaked out? These were our tour guides. 
None of them were particularly endowed 
with social graces, and they did well to 
destroy the ambiance of the entire night.
Before we had made it to the second 
stop on the tour, the ringleader was shov­
ing through the crowd asking in a loudly 
high-pitched voice, “Now, how did you 
hear about our tour?” “The Internet,” I 
grumbled. Thanks for ruining the
We also got a solid introduction to 
Meredith’s half-sister, Lexie. Awkward­
ness and a penchant for picking up your 
future boss in a bar clearly run in the fam­
ily. After George loses to Lexie in the 
heart-to-heart conversation game, 
“Whose Life Sucks More,” George recog­
nizes Lexie as “kind of awesome.” 
Lexie’s staying power was made clear in 
the first episode by making a strong addi­
tion to the wounded Bambi tone all the 
main characters contribute to constantly.
Even without Burke and Addison, 
Grey’s Anatomy resurfaced just the way 
we left it. It still gives us a favorable mix 
of obscure and recognizable music, the 
fragile voice-over of Meredith to suck us 
in, and the supremely attractive men (and 
ambiance.
The Providence Ghost Tour Web site 
claims they found the stories by “going 
through reel after reel of the Providence 
death records looking for “abnormal 
deaths. By doing so, we found murders, 
we found suicides, we found accidents, 
and we found fire victims...and we found 
where they died.”
While this sounds marvelously intrigu­
ing, it in fact is not. Most of the stories, 
told with wild dramatic flair, were not 
ghost stories at all, but gossipy, somewhat 
disrespectful, tales of unsolved murders 
and violent suicides. The guides kept the 
tour moving from sight to sight with jokes 
I only knew were supposed to be funny 
because they laughed in unison after each 
of them. “Good thing they aren’t trying to 
make it as standup comics,” a lady whis­
pered to her husband.
Halfway through the tour, even those 
eager for fright were losing interest. 
“Wheah’s dinnah?” someone nonchalantly 
asked behind me. I contemplated leaving 
the tour and walking down to WaterFire, 
but I was sure there was some surprise, or 
at least one good story waiting somewhere 
along the tour.
Unfortunately, I was wrong, and exact­
ly 116 minutes after we left Prospect Park 
(not that I was counting), I returned, 
unscathed, and frightened only by the fact 
that I had just paid $12 to be led around 
Providence by five complete strangers 
telling murder stories.
women, I suppose) to keep us coming back 
for more. Like Cristina whispered to that 
guy with the detached spinal cord in pre-op, 
“You cannot leave the people you love.”
ABC
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“There goes this 
week’s Cowl...”
Good thing we have 
a Web site!
www.TheCowl.com
by Samantha McVay ’09 
Portfolio Staff
Jim Dyer is sitting at the table we keep 
in front of the restaurant for customers 
waiting to pick up their orders. In front of 
him is the cup of hot coffee that he will 
forget when he takes a delivery. 
SHORT It will sit there, hardly touched 
STORY and growing cold, until one of 
us girls picks it up and carries it 
to the dishwasher.
George, a regular customer, places his 
order at the counter and sits down across 
from Jim with a bottle of Coke. George is 
overweight and has Irish skin, now flushed 
red. He is very alive and I am struck by 
how pale Jim looks next to him; like a 
faded copy next to the original. Jim is fad­
ing away. Bill puts a delivery on the count­
er and Jim stands up. He always wears the 
same clothes: A button-down shirt, usually 
blue plaid, tucked into jeans that are belted 
and held up with suspenders.
Jim has put new holes in his belt; the 
shirt is hanging off his bony shoulders. The 
waitresses have been talking about how he 
keeps losing weight but I hadn’t really 
noticed before now. He always leaves at 
9:00 p.m. He says he has to go home to 
take his thyroid medication because it 
makes him dizzy. There are rumors that he 
has cancer.
Jim used to make me so angry. He was 
always complaining to the boss (or whoev­
er would listen) about the other drivers. He 
called them lazy, and rude, and accused
www.dhr.virginia.gov
them of stealing his deliveries. Jim is the 
worst thief of them all. If you leave food 
out in the back, Jim will eat it. Once he ate 
Jarrod’s meatbail grinder and said it was 
because he had ordered one too and 
thought Jarrod’s was his. He takes the 
good deliveries out of order and skips 
other drivers’ turns. When I don’t let him 
(all deliveries must go through me), I hear 
him complaining about me the rest of the 
night.
Jim tells the same stories over and over. 
And he doesn’t mind if you’re doing some­
thing or clearly not interested—he tells 
you anyway. He told me about his wife and 
how when they got married they had an 
agreement that if she stayed around the 
same weight as she was that day, he would 
always support her. I don’t remember how 
much he said she weighed, but I know he 
told me she still weighs the same.
I heard Jim’s family came over on the 
Mayflower. I think his wife’s family did 
too. He lost his sons. Two, I think. One 
died in a car crash. I don’t remember about 
the other one. Carol once described Jim’s 
life as “tragic.”
Jim has a dog at home. When there are 
scraps left over in the kitchen, the guys 
save them for Jim, and he takes them home 
to his dog. I don’t know what kind of dog 
he has but I imagine it is a cocker spaniel. 
He delivered to my house once when we 
had a dog and lived in Barrington. He gave 
Charlie (the dog) a biscuit. He said he 
always carried dog biscuits on deliveries 
because he got better tips and sometimes 
they saved him from a mean pet. He acci­
dentally let Charlie out the front door when 
he left. We thought we’d have to chase him 
around the neighborhood before we got 
him home but Jim returned with him short­
ly after.
When I first started working at Town 
Pizza, Jim liked me. He used to tell every­
one that when Bill hired me, he hired 
“class.” That was when I didn’t know any­
thing yet about the people I worked with or 
what went on and was too shy and unsure 
of myself to say anything if I did know.
One day Jackie told me Jim had cancer 
and didn’t want anyone to know. She told 
me she didn’t like him but she tried to be 
nice to him because she felt bad for him. 
She said we should all try to be nicer to 
him. That was before I heard from Jim that 
he has a thyroid disorder. I don’t think he 
really has cancer, but maybe he does. I’m 
nice to him now anyway. I still won’t let 
him take a delivery that’s not his when I 
know what he’s doing but I don’t get so 
mad at him about it. He brings me boxes of 
raisins, the SunMaid raisins my mom used 
to buy for my brothers and me as snacks 
when we were younger. He gets them 
cheap (or free, I’m not sure what he said). 
He said he has a “source.” I feel good 
when he brings me raisins, like I’m doing 
something right.
In Pursuit of the Scholarly
by Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Staff
Scene 1: Library
[Kristen is curled up in an armchair. 
There is a pencil stuck in her ponytail and 
a book is open on her lap. She is very 
intent as she reads, scowling and 
PLAY frowning variously. Roger enters.
He resembles the typical college 
guy much more than the sophisticated 
intellectualism of Kristen. He sees her, 
stops for a moment to collect himself and 
then approaches her chair.]
Roger: Hey Kris!
[Kristen takes no notice of him.]
Roger: Kris? (louder) Kris?!
Kristen: (without looking up) This is a 
library, Roger, as in no talking.
[Roger wanders away and stops at the 
various bookshelves behind her. He pulls 
books out at random and glances through 
them. Kristen pulls the pencil out of her 
hair, scribbles something in the margin, 
and begins to chew on the end of it. Joe 
enters. He wears dark jeans, a sweater, 
and fashionable glasses.]
Joe: Kristen? Is that you?
Kristen: Joe! Excellent timing, I was 
just thinking about you.
Joe: Dear God, surrounded by all of 
these books and you were thinking of me? 
You poor soul.
Kristen: I was reading Timeaus and this 
line made me think of that conversation we 
were having the other night.
[Kristen moves her chair closer to 
where Joe is sitting in order to show him 
the notation.]
Kristen: Mmm, you smell like tobacco 
and antiques. Were you just over at the 
Pipe and Book?
[Roger scowls in the background, slams 
the book he is looking at back on to its 
shelf and storms out of the library. Kristen 
and Joe remain poring over the book. 
Lights go out.]
Scene 2: The Pipe and Book
[The store is small, but well laid out and 
brimming with book shelves. A small set of 
stairs lead to an upper level, which serves 
as the store office and extra retail space. 
Roger enters and looks around uncertain­
ly. An old man approaches him.]
Clerk: May I help you?
Roger: I’m...uh, well...I’m looking for 
your oldest book.
gallery.spacebar.org
Clerk: My oldest book? Any particular 
genre?
Roger: I don’t really care, it just needs to 
be old. And pungent.
Clerk: Hm, very well then. Please fol­
low me.
[The clerk leads Roger upstairs to a 
rather large shelving unit. He scans the 
spine for a moment, his finger hovering as 
he searches. Below, Kristen has entered 
the store and is browsing.]
Clerk: Ah, here it is. The oldest volume 
I own, a first edition of Discourse on 
Method. It’s rather worn, but exceptional­
ly—how did you put it?—ah, yes, pungent.
[Roger takes the book from him, opens it 
at random, and takes an experimental 
sniff. Without warning he begins to rub it 
over his chest and arms. He shuts it, hands 
the book back to the bewildered clerk and 
descends the stairs. At the bottom he 
encounters Kristen.]
Kristen: Roger?
Roger: Kris! Um...hi...do you...um, hi!
[The clerk too has come down the stairs; 
he lurks in the background observing the 
scene that is unfolding. Kristen wrinkles 
her nose.]
Kristen: Ugh, what’s that smell.
Roger: It must be the books. Lovely 
smell, books, and um...pipes. Yes. Ha, the 
Pipe and Book.
[Kristen takes a step closer to Roger 
and then quickly retreats.]
Kristen: Roger, you positively reek of 
French rationalism.
Roger: Oh, ah, yes. I mean...do I?
Kristen: Oh God, it’s getting stronger.
[She rushes out of the store as though 
she is going to be sick. The clerk 
approaches the crestfallen Roger, shaking 
his aged head sadly.]
Clerk: I wish you had told me.
Roger: Told you what?
Clerk: That you were trying to woo an 
intellectual girl, like her. Eau du Descartes 
never works. Victor Hugo, however, never 
fails.
[The clerk hands Roger a worn copy of 
Les Miserables.]
Clerk: Happy hunting, young scholar.
[Blackout.]
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The Case of the Phantom 
Neighbors
by Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff
I live in a neighborhood. It is a neigh­
borhood complete with an annual ‘com­
munity barbecue,’ nicely manicured gar­
dens with just the perfect ratio of shrub­
bery to flowers, a nightly sum- 
ESSAY mertime parade of children on 
bicycles, and middle-aged 
women who power-walk like 
there’s no tomorrow.
I used to live out in the middle of 
nowhere, right next door to a farm, where 
I could see the stars at night. Now the 
streetlight outside my window keeps the 
stars away. But I live in a neighborhood, 
and that’s not entirely a bad thing.
Take, for example, the couple who lives 
next door. Their house is no different real­
ly, than the other houses in the develop­
ment. They plant modest-sized box 
hedges and azaleas. They mulch their gar­
dens and pay the tribe of children (I’m not 
kidding—there are at least eight of them) 
who live down the street to mow their 
lawn.
Their deck has a bird feeder on it and 
their driveway is paved, like nearly every 
other driveway on the street. Around 
Christmas time, they ornament their door­
way in a style reflecting their station in life 
as the “retired couple.” That is to say, of 
course, that they adorn their door with a 
tasteful folk-Santa decoration.
Judging them simply by the neatness of 
their lawn or the outward primness of their 
home, images of salt-and-pepper hair, per­
petually sweater-clad elders, metal­
rimmed reading glasses, plaid flannel
shirts, artsy jewelry, crossword puzzles, 
and hair twirled back into a casual bun flit 
through the mind. Milk and cookies, any­
one? You there! Want to hear some war 
stories?
Don’t be fooled.
http://www.altocontracting.com
Oh, don’t be fooled. My neighbors are 
nothing like that. I have them listed in my 
phone under “The Phantasms,” because I 
saw them this summer a grand total of, oh, 
two times. These folks are constantly out 
and about—and by out and about, I don’t 
mean off to Bingo Night.
In the time that I’ve known them, 
they’ve gone to Thailand for a month, 
Poland for just as long, have sailed down 
to the Bahamas and back on their catama­
ran at least twice (a journey of a couple of 
months), and then went to Argentina and a 
bunch of other places without so much as 
blinking an eye. I recently heard that they 
might be going abroad until next May—it 
wouldn’t surprise me.
To them, talking about travel is like talk­
ing about what you or I need from the gro­
cery store.
“Oh, yes, I still need to get that special 
license to drive in Prague” . . . “Perhaps I 
should brush up on my Thai before head­
ing out next month. . .”
And when they come back from their 
adventures, I swear it’s the same thing.
World-famous landmarks and future 
destinations are mentioned in the same 
sentence as easily and as diffidently as one 
would mention errands that had to be run.
I suspect they’re in the CIA or some­
thing equally as shadowy / awesome / 
hardcore. There can be no other explana­
tion for it. Southern twang? Check. 
Perfect house? Check. Foreign contacts . 
. . I mean, ‘relatives’ in other countries? 
Big ole’ check. Uncanny ability to pin­
point what part of the street those trouble­
some high-schoolers are lurking on a 
moonless night? Check. Fluent in other 
languages and well-versed in other cul­
tures? Check.
Clearly, CIA.
It could be that, or their alibis actually 
do hold up and they are simply retired col­
lege faculty.
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
Dear Karen,
I understand what 
it’s like to like a guy 
and not quite know 
how you should 
approach him. Oh, 
what am I saying 
I’m Tiffany Amber 
Thiessen. However, 
I know that getting 
together with a guy
you like isn't always easy, especially if 
you’re the quiet type.
Take for example one of my best 
friends, Jessie Spano . . . she may do well 
in school but when it comes to dolling her­
self up and smooth talking the guys, you 
would sooner find her with pepper spray 
and a lighter burning a bra somewhere. 
My point is there are extremes, and you 
don’t have to be either one.
Just talk to the guy. Find a way to 
approach him and ask a question that has 
nothing to do with a date. Find out what 
his plans are for the weekend and build up 
whatever you are doing. I think it is a little 
too soon for any day trips—unless you do 
a group thing, which can also be good. 
Try and see if he’d be interested in doing 
something he might like—something 
physical . . . like golf or tennis. Say that 
you’re really good if he is up for a chal­
lenge, and if you aren’t skilled, bring lots 
of “refreshments” so that he wont notice 
how bad a golfer or tennis player you are.
Bottom line, just approach him in a 
friendly, non-threatening way, and I am 
sure he will reciprocate your kindness. 
What do you have to lose? If all else fails 
you always have a pint of Ben and Jerry's 
and The Notebook to look forward to. I 
myself will be out on the town, and I sug­
gest you do the same.
Tiffany&Earl
Making "PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time...
Columbus Day weekend! I am so excited for our four days off from 
class, but I don’t want to waste the days away like I would a typical 
weekend out with friends. There is actually this guy I really like and I 
want to ask what he is doing so that we could maybe hang out, but I 
don't have any good ideas. How should I approach him if I don't see 
him around that much? It would probably be weird to ask if he want­
ed to go on a little day road trip so what should I suggest without 
sounding like a crazy person?
—Down for Whatever, Karen
Have a burning question that needs answering? 
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
Dear Karen,
I have three words 
for you about what 
to do this weekend: 
Anything he wants.
With this week­
end being a crucial 
time for 
playoffs, 
football, 
football 
thinking of taking his attention away from 
rooting for his favorite players is impru­
dent. More than likely, he will be resentful 
of spending any time with you because he 
will be unable to hang with the guys.
If you are still hell bent on hanging out 
with him your best option is to cater to his 
every whim. I recommend making sure 
that he has a drink in his hand at all times 
and that the chips and salsa never run low. 
Other than that I would make myself 
scarce by just chilling out in the comer 
until half-time or the end of the game 
when he has a moment for you.
Guy’s hate explaining the game and 
stats and what-not to anyone, so the only 
question you should ask is: would you like 
some more? Even then that question is a 
nuisance because the answer is almost 
undoubtedly yes.
So this weekend, much like every 
weekend, make it about him. If you do as 
I recommended, then his friends will think 
that you are the coolest girl ever. Once you 
are in with his friends you are almost def­
initely going to be in with him...unless 
you are gross in which case you are out of 
luck. If you aren’t gross than this weekend 
of servitude will yield many more week­
ends of forcing him to pay for you, and 
allowing you to kill his soul.
baseball 
college 
and pro­
games,
This Week... 
We help you make the most of extended weekends 
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Stoop
by Lia Armatas ’08
Portfolio Editor
I showed up naked to prove you weren't in love with her.
It worked.
You spent a second trying to make your throat choke up some responsible words— 
and then I won.
It wasn’t satisfying, 
watching you crumble underneath me .. . staying still a while.
She rang you and suddenly, your throat cleared from the guilt, 
and I had won.
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Staff
Right before a disaster,
They say there’s a moment 
When you can feel it coming.
It knocks at your insides. 
Pleads with your muscles to move, 
Tugs invisibly toward the door, 
But you still say, “No, couldn’t be.”
During the debacle, 
You forget how to breathe.
Naivete has been ripped off 
Like some vicious band-aid.
Each movement is agony; 
What you need is stillness,
To crawl inside your head 
And sleep away the troubles.
But reality has no pity,
It comes to find you,  It takes what you’ve got. 
and leaves you with nothing, 
except perhaps the awkward necessity of fending 
for yourself.
Post-fiasco, you play one movie 
over and over and over,
It is aptly titled, “If Only....”
The hindsight is ravaging;
You seethe over that one little moment, 
Infinitesimal and simple, 
Obvious and necessary,
It could have made everything right. UA ARMATAS ’08/The Cowl
“That’s life, I suppose,” 
Oh, that’s what they’ll say.
Maybe, just maybe, it will sink in one day.
Two Little Bugs
The Will
by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff
She buries her mind in the mists of time’s 
membrane; exists merely of it, for it.
She is born and dead with time’s days. One rhymes
with the next: Sunlit skies into moonlit 
oblivion. And so, she ages in 
quotidian cycles. Recurring pains, 
loveslossesgains blunt what remains akin 
to any truer emotion. She strains
to reach a rift in its endless grayness
She ledges herself to this invented 
purpose, unknowing her surrender is 
the source of her freedom. So, prevented 
from death, she continues bereft of life, 
imprisoned within her series of strife.
by Alex Donnelly ’09
Portfolio Staff
One August I was lured 
into a glimpse of the future.
I found myself stuck in a digital maze 
made up of zeros, zeros, and ones.
With a lucky seven
I made it out alive
(at least for that week)
but from then on I noticed
I could never really enjoy a moment of true silence. 
For trailing my head I discovered 
two little mechanical bugs.
two little buzzing mechanical bugs.
They share a PIN, an ISBM,
A Social Security Number,
A credit card,
A gun,
A pad-lock,
and a bicycle.
They are able to stop the buzzing
And I forget that they are there.
They must have some antenna 
that absorb my brain waves;
For whenever I might be ready to strike.
My target is suddenly a step removed.
But one night I had a dream, 
and realized they'd eaten her 
from the inside.
When I woke up, I tried to walk to class.
But there were flies in my eyes.
They were everywhere.
I couldn’t even see.
Hindsight
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts
Max Smith
Men’s Cross Country 
Senior—Dunedin, New Zealand
Standouts
Danette Doetzel
Women’s Cross Country 
Junior—Macklin, Saskatchewan
Smith took fourth place in the prestigious Notre 
Dame Invitational last weekend. His strong finish 
helped the men’s team take third place.
Doetzel came in ninth at the Notre Dame 
Invitational last weekend. Her time was 17:09.
Overall, the women’s team finished sixth.
Scores
Thursday 9/27
Volleyball at Winston-Salem W, 3-0
Friday 9/28
Men’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Women’s Volleyball at NC-Central 
Women’s Soccer at Marquette
Cross Country at Notre Dame Invitational
W, 3-1
L, 3-0
L, 2-0 
Ind. Res.
Saturday 9/29
Women’s Tennis at Albany Invitational
Women’s Volleyball at North Carolina A&T
Women’s Volleyball at Savannah State
9:00 a.m.
W, 3-1
W, 3-0
Sunday 9/30
Women’s Soccer vs. South Florida
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Louisville 
Women’s Hockey vs. Bluewater 
Men’s Soccer vs. St. John’s
L, 1-0
L, 2-1
W, 10-1
T, 1-1 (2OT)
Wednesday 10/3
Women’s Tennis vs. Rhode Island 
Women’s Volleyball vs. Quinnipiac
Women’s Field Hockey at Boston College
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Schedules
Friday 10/5
Women’s Volleyball at Chicago State
Women’s Soccer vs. Seton Hall
5:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
Saturday 10/6
Women’s Tennis vs. Monmouth 
Women’s Field Hockey at Iowa 
Men’s Soccer at Georgetown
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
Sunday 10/7
Women’s Soccer vs. Rutgers
Women’s Field Hockey at Northeastern
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
Wednesday 10/3
Men’s Soccer at Connecticut 7:00 p.m.
Men’s Big East Blue Soccer Standings (10/2) USTFCCCA Women’s Cross Country Rankings
Teams BIG EAST Overall
Notre Dame 4-0-1 6-1-2
Connecticut 4-1-0 9-1-0
Providence 2-1-1 5-3-1
West Virginia 2-2-0 6-3-0
Seton Hall 1-3-0 4-6-0
Marquette 1-4-0 2-6-1
Georgetown 1-4-0 2-7-0
Pittsburgh 0-3-1 1-7-2
Rank Team Points Rank Team Points
1. Stanford 387 14. Colorado St. 205
2. Colorado 374 15. BC 177
3. Oregon 360 16. BYU 173
4. Minnesota 342 17. Duke 150
5. Arkansas 327 18. Providence 148
6. Arizona St. 322 19. Virginia Te .n 132
7. Rice 305 20. West Virg, a 130
8. Princeton 304 21. Georgetow 118
9. Michigan St. 286 22. Florida 117
10. Illinois 273 23. Iowa 113
11. Florida State 255 24. Texas Teen 92
12. Washington 248 25. NC State 83
13. Michigan 231 26. Wisconsin 76
Standings
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MLB Playoff Predictions Back Against No. 10 BC
by Bradley Chen ’08 
Asst. Sports Editor
Yankees/Indians
Hitting: There is no doubt the advantage 
belongs to the New York Yankees. With no­
doubt America League MVP Alex Rodriguez 
in the middle of that lineup surrounded by 
Jeter, Posada, Matsui and company, they can 
strike fear into any pitching staff. The Yanks 
have three 100 RBI men and no starter batting 
below .270 on the playoff roster. The Indians 
do have some big bats, such as Travis Hafner 
and Victor Martinez, but are not nearly on the 
same level as the most expensive lineup in 
baseball.
Advantage: Yankees
Pitching: The Indians have the better 
pitching staff. They have an impressive 
first three starters, and that’s all they 
should put out there in a five game divi­
sional series. Cleveland is led by Cy Young 
hopefuls C.C. Sabathia (19 wins), Fausto 
Carmona (19), along with Paul Byrd (15). 
They may have what could be the best 
starting staff in the playoffs. However 
besides closer Joel Borowski, the bullpen 
is suspect, so they need good outings from 
their three starting pitchers to give a lead 
to Borowski. The Yankees will be pitching 
Ching-Ming Wang, Andy Pettite, and the 
ageless Roger Clemens in their first three 
games. The major advantage the Yankees 
pitching does have is playoff experience 
and possibly the greatest closer of all time, 
Mariano Rivera. However, if the starters 
for Cleveland can go deep into the game, 
they’ll have the advantage.
Advantage: Indians
Management and Intangibles: The 
Yankees have Joe Torre. The man conducts 
himself with so much class it’s not even 
funny. One could say he hasn’t gotten the 
job done in the past few years, but take a 
look at this year. Everyone counted the 
Yanks out halfway through the season. In 
the second half, they were the best team in 
baseball and are once again in the playoffs. 
No, he’s not out there hitting or pitching, 
but he deserves some credit. New York 
also had Cleveland’s number during the 
regular season.
Advantage: Yankees
Goat: Indian Bullpen. Depends how 
well the starters can perform and keep their 
appearances to a minimum. Also, little 
playoff experience could haunt them.
Hero: Alex Rodriguez. Yes, Alex 
Rodriguez will put up strong post season 
numbers this time around and prove to the 
Yankees fans he is actually worth keeping. 
Winner: Yankees in 4
Angels vs. Red Sox
Hitting: When Manny Ramirez and 
David Ortiz are healthy, they are the scari­
est one-two combo in baseball. Neither is 
having their best offensive year (partly due 
to injuries), but they have gotten a lot of 
support from the impressive play of Mike 
Lowell and rookie Dustin Pedroia. The 
Angels bring Vladimir Guerrero to the 
plate and anything can happen. The wild 
swinger continues to put up Hall-of-Fame 
numbers year in and year out. But the 
Angels are not known for their lineup and 
Guerrero will need some support.
Advantage: Red Sox
Pitching: Similar to the Indians, the 
Angels have a top-notch pitching staff; 
John Lackey, Kelvim Escobar, and Jered 
Weaver have gotten the job done all year. 
They bring in Francesco Rodriguez to 
close the door and have no holes in their 
set-up relief. The Red Sox pitching is 
interesting; the starters have lots of victo­
ries though Beckett (20 wins) is the only 
one with an impressive ERA (3.27). They 
will trot Beckett, Matsuzaka, and Schilling 
to the mound. Schilling is one of the best 
big time pitchers so don’t expect them to 
struggle too much. Their bullpen has been 
relatively solid, though he Gagne deal has 
not worked out for them. Papelbon is a 
definite top-notch closer that can bring 
intensity just like "K Rod.”
Advantage: Angels
Management and Intangibles: 2004 
World Series Champs.
Advantage: Red Sox
Goat: A line-up that will not support 
Vladimir Guerrero (who will light it up) 
like it needs to.
Hero: Curt Schilling pitches a gem in 
game three.
Winner: Boston in 5
Rockies vs. Phillies
Hitting: At first glance, the Phillies are 
the quick and easy choice. Ryan Howard, 
Chase Utley, and Jimmy Rollins had spec­
tacular years and were the best lineup in 
the National League. Colorado showed 
national television how electric they can 
be in their extra-inning come-from-behind 
win over the Padres in the wild-card play 
in game. Matt Holiday has a serious case 
for the National MVP. In fact, the Rockies 
had three 100 RBI men and potential 
Rookie of the Year Troy Tulowitzki had 
99. Both teams should enjoy good offen­
sive numbers in the NLDS because of the 
small dimensions of Citizens Bank Park 
and the thin air at Coors Field in Denver. 
Still have to give it to the Phils for the reg­
ular season they had.
Advantage: Phillies
Pitching: Both pitching staffs are pretty 
poor. Cole Hamels is the best starting 
pitcher (15 wins, 3.39 ERA) and that is not 
saying all too much. The ballparks will 
make each staff look even worse.
Advantage: Even
Management and Intangibles: Neither 
manager has that winning allure nor does 
either team have much experience in the post­
season. Therefore the advantage goes to the 
Rockies for the incredible hot streak they hit 
towards the end of September and the Wild 
Card game. The Phillies deserve a lot of cred­
it for the September they had but there is 
something about the upstart Rockies that 
makes them magical.
Advantage: Rockies
Goat: Expect poor starting pitching by 
both teams but the Phillies will be forced 
into a deeper hole.
Hero: Todd Helton. The most recognizable 
Rocky for the past 10 years will make his first 
time in the playoffs a special occasion.
Winner: Rockies in 5. The state of 
Colorado finally gets to enjoy baseball.
Cubs vs. Diamondbacks
Hitting: The Cubbies sport a strong 
offensive team; Alfonso Soriano, Derek 
Lee, and Aramis Ramirez can play with the 
best of them. They were able to stay on top 
of the weak NL Central, putting up enough 
runs and staying consistent in September 
(16-12). The D-backs rely on one of the 
youngest but most energetic lineups in the 
league. They look to Mr. Everything, Eric 
Byrnes, for leadership has delivered.
by Dan Ollquist ’10 
Asst. Sports Editor
This past week the Providence College 
Field Hockey team took on two of the top 
16 teams in the nation and in both contests 
the Friars more than held their own. .
On Wednesday, Oct. 4, Providence 
headed to Chestnut Hill to take on the 10th 
ranked and perennial power, Boston 
College. PC, however, was not intimidated 
by the Eagles’ high ranking and took care 
of business with relative ease.
The game started as a defensive battle, 
with both sides making a strong effort at 
keeping the ball out of their end of the 
field. In the 19th minute sophomore Nellie 
Poulin broke free from the 50 yard-line 
and finished the breakaway off with a goal 
to give the Friars a 1 -0 lead. PC took their 
1 -0 lead into half time and opened up the 
second half with a great deal of energy. Six 
minutes into the half, sophomore Nellie 
Poulin connected on her second goal of the 
game to give PC a 2-0 advantage. The 
would later add an insurance goal in the 
45th minute, courtesy of senior Abby 
Maguire.
Maguire’s goal gave PC a 3-0 lead 
which would eventually hold up as the 
final score. The shutout against the Eagles 
marked the sixth time in 12 games that the 
Friars have kept their opponents off the 
scoreboard. Strong defense has certainly 
become a trademark of the 2007 team 
which should bode well as the season pro­
gresses. The the win against the Eagles 
helped run PC’s record to 8-4 and more 
importantly gave them a marquee win on 
the road.
On Sunday, Sept. 30, PC hosted the No. 
16 Louisville Cardinals before a packed 
crowd at the Providence College Field 
Hockey and Lacrosse complex. Louisville 
entered the game as one of the Big East’s 
strongest clubs and after a shaky start they 
proved why.
Early on in the contest, the Friars fed off
Advantage: Cubs
Pitching: The Diamondbacks were car­
ried into the playoffs from impressive 
pitching, mainly by Brandon Webb (18 
wins, 3.01 ERA). Livan Hernandez 
knows how to eat up innings yet still 
keep his team in the game. Their bullpen 
is impressive, which featuring Jose 
Valverde (47 saves) as their closer. The 
Cubs ace, Carlos Zambrano (18 wins), is 
the headliner for the Chicago South- 
siders. The rest of the staff is respectable 
,though not a bullpen you want to have 
deciding the game.
of the energy of the crowd. Just 11:35 in 
the game, sophomore Nellie Poulin scored 
to give PC a 1-0 advantage. After the 
Poulin goal, the women in black and white 
continued to dictate the flow and pace of 
the game for most of the first half. In the 
25th minute, however, Louisville 
answered the Friars’ challenge and scored 
to tie the game at one. The goal not only 
made things even on the scoreboard, but 
more importantly swung the momentum 
back onto the Cardinal’s side.
The score remained tied at halftime and 
almost immediately following the inter­
mission, Louisville connected on their sec­
ond goal of the game, giving them a 2-1 
advantage. “Louisville stepped up their 
game,” noted Head Coach Diane Madl. 
“You have to give them credit; they simply 
made better adjustments than we did.”
Instead of sulking after giving up the 
lead, the Friars continued to battle against 
Louisville. They had a few scoring oppor­
tunities near the end and continued to bat­
tle with the nationally ranked Cardinals 
throughout the game. “They (Louisville) 
are a very strong team,” noted senior for­
ward Abby Maguire. “They put a lot of 
pressure on us and which didn’t leave us 
with many scoring opportunities.” 
When the clocked ticked down to zero 
the Friars found themselves on the short 
end of a 2-1 score. Naturally the loss was 
disappointing for PC, but there were cer­
tainly many positives to be taken from the 
game. “Louisville is an exceptional team 
and we showed we can play with them,” 
said Coach Madl. “There are obviously 
things we still need to work on, but overall 
1 was pleased with the way our team per­
formed and played tough.”
The loss to Louisville leaves the Friars 
at 1-1 in the Big East and still very much 
alive for the league crown. Upcoming for 
the Friars this week are showdowns at 
Iowa on Saturday, Oct. 6, and at 
Northwestern on Sunday, Oct. 7.
Advantage: Diamondbacks
Management and Intangibles: Lou 
Piniella was brought in this year to get the 
team into the playoffs and break a 99-year- 
old curse. He has gotten the first part done. 
Advantage: Cubs
Goat: Steve Bartman. Just kidding. 
Expect these games to be played well on 
both sides and decided on a few clutch hits 
against starters who are not named Webb.
Hero: Lou Piniella. Whether it is an 
important pitching change or firing up 
Cubbies fans by challenging umpires, he 
will get the Cubs to the next round.
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So far, which NFL team has
When you think of disappointing teams 
in the NFL this season, three names come 
to mind: Chicago Bears, San Diego 
Chargers, and New Orleans Saints.
The Bears have been a team defined by 
their defense, which helped them to the 
Super Bowl last season and established 
them as one of the NFC’s elite teams. But 
with injuries to key defensive players like 
DB Charles Tillman, DL Tommie Harris, 
and DL Lance Briggs, the Bears’ defensive 
has become just ordinary. Couple that with 
their starting mistake-prone QB Rex 
Grossman, who gives the Bears’ oppo­
nents more than enough opportunities to 
score, and you are looking at a bumpy start 
to the season.
Then there are the Chargers who have 
returned virtually all the players from their 
12-4 team from just a season ago. But 
with Norv Turner now calling the plays 
(58-84-1) and the Chargers playing three 
of the league’s better defensives in their 
first three games, it only makes sense that 
they too would struggle.
Of course this leaves the Saints, who 
have one of the league’s better coaches, a 
pro-bowl QB, return all their key con­
tributors from a season ago, have had one 
of the league’s easiest schedules, and 
play in the NFC South, where their divi­
sional opponents started David Carr, 
Joey Harrington, and Jeff Garcia under 
center this past week. This is why the 
inexplicable struggle of the Saints this 
season has made them the NFL’s most 
disappointing team.
—Mike Springer '08
Don’t forget to visit thecowl.com each week to vote in our new 
PCI Readers’ Poll!
Last week’s results:
Do you think Donovan McNabb was right when he 
said that black quarterbacks are under more pressure to 
succeed than white quarterbacks?
25 % Dan Ollquist—No
25 % Drew Goucher—Yes
50 % Neither—Both writers missed something.
Soccer: Ready for the Hoyas
continued from back page
weekend with four points, it’s a successful 
weekend.”
Indeed, it was for the Friars, who 
improved to 5-3-1 on the season, and 2-1-1 
in Big East play. This is the third year in a 
row the Friars have had a strong start and 
are thus a legitimate contender for their 
third straight NCAA berth.
They know, however, that there is more 
work to be done if they want to be there.
“The biggest thing for us this week 
would be to correct some mistakes we 
made in the last games, and obviously to 
get better than we were. Our goal is to grow 
and get better and better, we understand the 
importance of Saturday’s game so it’s our 
responsibility to train hard to be 100% for 
the game, in all aspects!” said Maduro.
His performance last weekend earned 
him the Big East Offensive Player of the 
Week award.
“Being named Big East Offensive Player 
of the Week is an honor and like any other 
individual award it feels good because peo­
ple are noticing the hard work and dedica­
tion you’re putting into every training ses­
sion,” said Maduro. “But in the end it’s not 
the most important thing, and the team’s 
goals are what I think about and strive for, 
the rest is just extra for me.”
The Friars are on the road this weekend 
to play at Georgetown in another Big East 
match up. Though the Hoyas are currently 
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we'll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
proven to be the biggest disappointment in 2007?
Clearly, the most disappointing team in 
the NFL this year has been the San Diego 
Chargers. This was supposed to be their 
year. They went 14-2 last year, but were 
knocked out of the divisional round of the 
playoffs by the New England Patriots and 
fired head coach Marty Schottenheimer as 
a result.
Their best player, NFL MVP 
LaDanian Tomlinson (LT) is back, along 
with QB Phillip Rivers, and defensive 
sack-master Sean Merriman. A new 
coach was put in place, so the Super 
Bowl victory party is when...
Probably not this season. The Chargers 
have started out at a laughable 1-3. After a 
14-3 win over last year’s NFC Champions, 
the Chicago Bears, things looked to be on 
track in San Diego. That just has not been 
the case so far.
Why? LT has not been LT; he has aver­
aged 65 yards per game and has only 
reached the end zone twice in the open­
ing four games. Rivers has thrown for 
only five touchdowns, but six intercep­
tions in the 1-3 start. This has helped the 
Chargers become a dismal 25th in total 
offense this year.
Defense has been awful, too. After an 
impressive Week One, they’ve dropped to 
26th in the NFL.
On the bright side, there are only two 
more games to play until their bye in Week 
Seven, and believe me—it can’t come any 
sooner for the Chargers.
Ouch. So much for it being their year to  
win it all.
—Ryan Holt ’09
only 1-4 in Big East play and are near the 
bottom of the Blue Division, the Friars 
know they, like all conference opponents, 
pose a challenge, especially on the road.
“Any time you’re on the road, you’re in 
for a tough game, especially in the Big 
East,” said Murray. “We need to make sure 
that we put in the effort this week in prac­
tice, so that when it comes time to play, 
we’re ready to get to work. ’
Maduro added, “Georgetown is a big 
game for us like every other Big East 
game, and we have this week to prepare 
for what is going to be a tough match. 
Their record may not indicate so but in 
this conference it doesn’t matter, because 
anything can happen.”
Murray believes that in order to win, the 
Friars need to stick with what has done it for 
them in the past: hard work.
“We’re a blue-collar team who feeds off 
of team spirit,” he said. “We need to make 
sure that we go into the weekend with a pos­
itive attitude,” he said.
Maduro agreed, saying, “I think we have 
to concentrate on our job and what needs to 
be done and we will be okay. Every game 
has strong implications because by beating 
them you basically don’t have to worry too 
much about them, and it’s another game in 
which we want the three points at the end.”
After facing the Hoyas on Saturday, the 
Friars will travel to take on the University 
of Connecticut in Storrs. As UConn is cur­
rently No. 2 in the nation, it is sure to be a 
tough battle for the team.
Friars Struggle Against
No. 19 Golden Eagles
by Mike Springer ’08
Asst. Sports Editor
The Providence College Women’s 
Soccer Team presented a demeanor of con­
fidence and enthusiasm before its game 
against University of South Florida on 
Sunday, Sept. 30. Players 
WOMEN’S were high-fiving, chest- 
SOCCER bumping, and cheering each 
other on as they huddled 
together during warm-ups.
From the sidelines, the Friars’ body-lan­
guage made them look more like a team that 
had won seven straight rather than a team 
had won just one of its last six games and 
whose roster was marred by injuries, and 
offensively, was struggling to get going.
“We know that we’ve been playing hard 
and that things are eventually going to 
come together for us,” said senior keeper 
Laura Elfers. “We just need to get that first 
goal out of the way and then things will
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Senior Danielle Wieneke had three 
shots on goal this weekend against 
USF and Marquette.
That enthusiasm and confidence quietly 
waned from the Friars’ squad after Bulls’ 
forward Lindsey Brauer scored in the 55th 
minute in USF 1-0 victory over PC.
Brauer’s game winning goal for the 
Bulls came off of a pass from teammate 
Autumn Browning, who got the rebound 
off of a deflected Friar penalty kick that 
Brauer took down to the other end of the 
field and blasted into the comer of the net 
for the score.
The penalty kick was set-up after senior 
defensive back Danielle Wieneke was 
elbowed in the face by Bulls’ defensive 
back Melanie Sutherland at the 36:17 mark 
in front of the Bulls’ goal. The Friars 
missed the kick, which was deflected in 
front of the net off of a USF player. Four 
minutes later, Brauer had another opportu­
nity to score, when she rebounded the ball 
off of another Friar’s penalty kick.
The Bulls had been called earlier for a 
handball around midfield, setting up the 
penalty kick. But the ensuing penalty kick 
was deflected by USF keeper Mall Lofton- 
Malachi and Brauer received the Bulls’ 
rebound taking the ball down field again. 
This time, Elfers made the diving save to 
prevent any further damage.
With the clock winding down in the 
final stanza, Wieneke had the chance to 
score the equalizer goal for PC. Wieneke 
caught the rebound 10 feet in front of the 
Bulls’ wide-open goal, but her kick sailed 
wide right as time expired.
“We just need to keep our confidence 
and our composure up,” said Elfers after 
the game. “And if we keep playing well, 
then eventually, things will start to come 
together for us.”
On Friday, Sept. 28, it was the Friars’ 
strong composure and confidence that 
allowed for them to be successful 
against the undefeated and nationally 
ranked No. 19 team in the country, 
Marquette Golden Eagles.
Hanging in through the tough pressure, 
in the 22nd minute of the first stanza, the 
Golden Eagles scored when Katie Kelly 
sent a comer kick into the box which fresh­
man Rosie Malone-Polovny put into the 
back of the net for the first of the Eagles’ 
two goals in their 2-0 win over PC.
“I knew Marquette played a high paced 
game and were one of the more athletic 
teams in the conference,” said Head Coach 
Jim McGirr after the game. “I knew if we 
controlled the rhythm of the game we 
could find success and we were very suc­
cessful in getting back on defense, but 
should have tried pressing them more 
when we had the opportunities.”
It was Wieneke who would once again 
have the best opportunity to score for 
the Friars when in the 27th minute she 
took a shot that was saved by Marquette 
goalkeeper Laura Boyer for one of 
Boyer’s four saves.
Holding the Golden Eagles to just a 1-0 
lead in the second, Friar freshman forward 
Alyssa Leary took a shot that was deflect­
ed by Boyer and in the direction of fellow 
Friar freshman midfielder Lindsey Trubia, 
whose shot banked off the post.
Marquette responded back in the 76th 
minute of the game, when Anna Sawicki 
fired a shot into the comer of the net, giv­
ing the Golden Eagles the 2-0 advantage.
Wieneke's second scoring opportunity 
of the game came during the 83rd minute, 
as she tried to put the Friars on the board, 
but her shot was gathered up by Boyer to 
preserve the shutout.
“Danielle is starting to have some suc­
cess and has been having a great effect on 
this team,” said McGirr. “She is coming up 
with a lot of great scoring opportunities for 
us, and she just needs to go out and get that 
one goal and then she will start to really 
get going.”
After this weekend’s series, the Friars 
find themselves at 1-8-1 overall and 0-3 in 
the Big East. The next four games for the 
Friars will all be at home and all against 
Big East opponents. As PC looks for its 
first Big East win of the season, the Friars 
will take on Seton Hall (6-3-1) on Friday, 
Oct. 5, at 3:00 p.m. and the Scarlet Knights 
of Rutgers University (6-3-1) on Sunday, 
Oct. 7, at 1:00 p.m. at Glay Field.
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Rudolph: Hoping for an Olympic Return
continued from back page
which gives you something to strive for” 
said Rudolph. “There was always an 
emphasis on winning the regional title, but 
once I won the national title I felt extreme­
ly happy and proud that I was finally a part 
of the PC winning tradition.”
As graduation approached, continuing 
her running career was a path Rudolph 
decided she must follow. With Rudolph’s 
dedication and consistent work ethic, cou­
pled with Treacy’s connections she was 
able to follow her calling as a runner.
“I had a great support system,” said 
Rudolph. “The summer after graduation I 
was able to run in Europe and was offered 
a shoe contract. Gradually everything just 
fell into place.” Despite her own doubts at 
times and hesitations from her parents she 
continued to pursue her passion.
“My parents were mortified that I 
wasn’t getting a real job, and just chas­
ing my dreams.”
However, in the next year, Rudolph con­
tinued to set the bar high. At age 22, she 
competed in the Olympic trials. By placing 
in the top three, she earned a spot on the 
1996 U.S. Olympic Team.
“The night I made the Olympic team 
was one of the most amazing moments in 
my career,” said Rudolph.
As a member of the U.S. Olympic team, 
Rudolph was able to fully concentrate on 
her running. The entire experience was an 
opportunity for her to learn more and 
incorporate new things into her training, 
while figuring out what worked best for 
her personally. The 1996 Olympics— 
which were held in the United States— 
were an especially defining experience for 
Rudolph because she felt proud to compete 
wearing red, white and blue. It was Treacy 
who kept her on an even-keel, reminding 
her that it was just another race.
Yet this was only the start. Over the
Friars Race into Rankings at ND Invite
by Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff
Providence College’s Cross Country 
teams got a boost at the Notre Dame 
Invitational on Friday, Sept. 28, as the 
men’s and women’s teams recorded third 
and seventh place finishes 
CROSS respectively. Featured at 
COUNTRY the meet were several top- 
ranked schools. The Friars’ 
encouraging results indicate that they have 
the potential to be a top-10 school for the 
rest of the season.
The men’s team recorded a total of 124 
points to give the team a third place finish. 
Leading the way was senior Max Smith, 
who paced the Friars with a fourth-place 
finish of 23:54, just 17 seconds behind the 
individual winner. His classmate Ahmed 
Haji was not far behind in 11th, posting a 
24:12 mark. Freshman David McCarthy 
and sophomore Tom Webb finished 23 rd 
and 28th respectively, with times of 24:24 
and 24:29 over the five-mile course.
“The men ran very well,” said Head 
Coach Ray Treacy. “Finishing third in a 
meet with eight ranked teams is very good. 
I’m very pleased. Ahmed and Max ran 
very well, as did David and Tom.”
Smith also credited his success to his 
new training regimen.
“I’ve been taking training a little differ­
ently this year,” he said. “This is the best 
I’ve ever felt and the best I’ve ever run in 
four years at PC. I’m very excited.”
He praised his teammates as well.
“It’s great to see Ahmed run well,” 
Smith added. “He’s very fast, and it’s fan­
tastic that the likes of Dave McCarthy and 
Tom Webb stepped it up. They’re right 
where we want them to be.”
However, the team’s fifth and sixth run­
ners were coming off injuries, and battled 
for that fifth and final scoring place in the 
race. Junior Richard Yeates and sopho­
more Hayden McLaren struggled, but their 
progress is encouraging, considering they 
are recovering from illnesses.
“They weren’t 100%,” said Treacy. “But 
we hope to rectify that, and we expect that 
in two weeks everything will be all right.”
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Amy Rudolph ’95 has continued her 
racing career by competing in two 
Olympic games and serving as an assis­
tant coach under PC Head Coach Ray 
Treacy.
years, Rudolph continued to thrive. In 
1996, Rudolph ran the 5,000 meters in a 
time of 14:56.04 in Stockholm and set the 
American record. In 1998 and 1999, she 
became a U.S. short course cross country 
champion and also an eight-kilometer road 
racing champion.
Most recently, Rudolph captured the 
10,000 meters at the USA Track and Field
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior Katie DiCamillo finished second 
for the PC women and 19th overall at 
the Notre Dame Invitational.
The women also met with some success. 
All the pieces are there for them to com­
pete down the stretch, but they have some 
fine-tuning to do as well. Juniors Danette 
Doetzel (9th — 17:05), Katie DiCamillo 
(19th - 17:25), and senior Michelle Childs 
(28th - 17:33) led the way for Providence 
as the team finished seventh.
“They’re very close to being very, very 
Championships on June 23, 2006. This 
coming June, she will compete in the 
Olympic trials in Eugene, Ore., in hopes of 
once again securing a spot on the 2008 US 
Olympic team.
After years of running around the globe, 
Rudolph returned to Providence where she 
lives with her husband, Mark Carroll. 
Carroll, a member of the Providence 
College class of 1994, was also a stand-out 
runner in his four years here. As profes­
sional runners, both Rudolph and her hus­
band are able to share their bond of run­
ning and work together to achieve the 
same goals.
In addition to her husband and parents, 
who actively support her, Rudolph feels 
she owes many of her accomplishments to 
Treacy. His continued guidance more than 
a decade after her graduation is what ulti­
mately led Rudolph back to PC. For the 
past three years, she has served as a volun­
teer coach under Treacy. Rudolph acts as 
another set of hands for the coaching staff, 
picking up on things that the other coaches 
might not and keeping the team motivated.
For the women on the team, Rudolph 
definitely serves as an inspirational figure, 
proving that hard work and commitment 
will eventually pay off.
“Get yourself in a situation and environ­
ment after graduation that you do well in 
and don’t change it,” says Rudolph. “Make 
sure you get yourself in a positive place 
and stick with what you love—you have 
the rest of your life to work.”
Not only has her coaching experience 
been a benefit to others, but it has also 
been personally rewarding.
“I owe so much to my time here, this is 
just a small way to give back” says 
Rudolph. “As I approach the end of my 
running career, I have thought about 
becoming a coach—this is one of the best 
programs in the nation making it a great 
place to watch and learn.” 
good,” said Treacy. “We got a great per­
formance from our top four runners, but 
our fifth runner [sophomore Breffini 
Twohig] had a bit of battling to do; her 
recovery from illness impacted her per­
formance more than I thought.”
However, once she does recover fully, 
she has the ability to make a bold state­
ment - one that could put the Friars into 
top-10 contention. And if all goes well 
with the men’s team, both teams could 
wind up in the top-10 nationally.
But for now, the plan is to rest the varsi­
ty runners and start the JV team so as to 
give them a race. On the men’s side, there 
will be spots open on the Big East team as 
sixth and seventh runners. The added com­
petition should help the runners push each 
other to improve and cut down on the team 
score. This, coupled with rest for the varsi­
ty runners, will lead to a very strong team, 
on both sides, come time for the Big East 
Championships.
“We’re in pretty good shape right 
now,” said Treacy. “We’re just looking 
to
A recap of the week 
in Providence sports
Busy Week for Friars Tennis
The Providence College Women’s 
Tennis Team hosted in-state rival the 
University of Rhode Island on Wednesday, 
Oct. 3. The visiting Rams were simply too 
much for the Friars, as they lost 7-0. The 
Rams remain undefeated at 4-0.
PC continued its fall season by traveling 
to New York last weekend to play in the 
Siena Invitational on Saturday, Sept. 29, 
and Sunday, Sept. 30. The other teams tak­
ing part were Siena College and the 
College of the Holy Cross.
Senior Kate Lyons defeated two oppo­
nents on Friday to advance to Saturday’s 
A-Flight final against Siena’s Sarah 
Mayer, who beat Lyons, 6-0, 6-3. Senior 
Erin Kenaga also made it to the finals in 
the D-Flight and won her last match 8-4.
Lyons combined with sophomore Jen 
Cusack to take the B-Flight doubles over 
Holy Cross.
Tins week, the team will travel to New 
Jersey for a match with Monmouth on 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at 11:00 a.m. This match 
will be their last chance to prove themselves 
before the New England Championships in 
Fairfield, Conn., later this month.
Solid Weekend in N.C. for Volleyball
The Providence College Women’s 
Volleyball Team took on Quinnipiac 
University on Wednesday, Oct. 3 in 
Mullaney Gymnasium. The Friars were 
looking to continue a three-game winning 
streak they started on Saturday, Sept. 29, 
by beating Savannah State and North 
Carolina A&T.
The team came out strong and shut out 
the Quinnipiac Bobcats 3-0. Junior 
Jeanette Toney led the team with 13 kills 
while junior Kelly Krahenbuhl recorded a 
match-high 15 blocks.
It was a weekend full of personal 
achievements for the Friars as they took 
two of three matches in the North Carolina 
Central Invitational last Friday, Sept. 28 
and Saturday, Sept. 29. Senior Sarah 
Fleming’s 12 kills helped the team to a 3-0 
shutout of Savannah State on Saturday. 
Junior Sara8/ Sheehan chipped in 26 
assists.
In the team’s opening match that day, 
PC beat North Carolina A&T, 3-1. 
Sheehan set a new season high in assists 
with 54. Fleming led all players with 17 
kills, while sophomore Abby Majewski set 
a new career high with 11 kills.
On Friday, the Friars fell 3-0 to host 
North Carolina Central. Senior Kasey 
Adinolfi set her career high in digs with 18.
This weekend, the Friars will host 
Chicago State on Friday, Oct. 5, at 5:00 
p.m. before getting a much-deserved 
week off.
—Erin Redihan ’08
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PC’s Sailing Club Looking to Make Some Waves
by Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor
Providence College has a strong athletic 
tradition. Its past basketball teams have 
won the NIT and advanced as far as the
SAILING
I
Final Four in the NCAA Tournament. Last 
fall, the women’s field hock­
ey team earned a share in the 
Big East regular season title. 
Right now, the men’s soccer 
team is playing for a chance to appear in its 
third straight NCAA Tournament.
These athletes are prominent on cam­
pus, making it easy to cheer on their 
squads. But there are other teams that 
have been making strides without as 
much notoriety, like the sailing racing 
and club teams.
It might come as a surprise to learn that 
the team has been around for 56 years— 
since 1951—longer than field hockey or 
even women themselves on campus. Since 
the team does not compete in Division I or 
practice on campus, it might be a little eas­
ier to forget about it. But its members are 
doing everything they can this season to 
change that.
“This is a rebuilding year,” said junior 
Pat Broome. “Actually, it’s more of a 
building year since we barely had a team 
last year. But now we’ve got a huge soph­
omore class involved.”
More than 80 students signed up for 
either the club—which is about learning to 
sail—or the racing team. Both groups go 
out on the water for practice each after­
noon from Tuesday through Friday.
There are two seasons per academic 
year, from September to early November 
and then from March until the end of 
school in May. The team practices at the 
Rhode Island Yacht Club in Cranston, R.I., 
right next to the nationally ranked Brown 
University team.
“They’re [Brown] very good,” said 
sophomore Marty Masterson. “We hope to 
someday get to their level.”
For right now though, there are no plans 
to make the leap to a varsity program.
COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE COLLEGE SAILING
The members of the PC Sailing racing team and club get out on the water for prac­
tice four days a week from September to November and March to May in addition 
to the regattas they compete in on the weekends.
“There’s a lot involved in that,” said 
senior Emily Gaffney, who has been part 
of the program since her freshman year. 
“We work well as a club.”
The racing team sends four team mem­
bers to as many as four regattas each week­
end, all along the East Coast. For instance, 
last week, the team sent squads to Yale, the 
Charles River, Maine, and Roger Williams.
“Our goal is to win a weekend event,” 
said Masterson. “Usually we finish mid­
fleet, but we’ve never won one. I think that 
winning something could start a huge 
uphill trend.”
To try and meet this goal, the team is 
making a few changes this year. They have 
a new coach, Matt Largess of Newport. 
Before coming to PC, Largess coached a 
few high school teams that became com­
petitive on the national level.
They are also pumping up their 
fundraising efforts to buy some new 
boats. Because the team is technically a 
club, it receives its allocations through 
Student Congress. Although it was 
granted one of the highest totals, the 
money is not enough to purchase the 12 
boats the team would like.
“We need to fundraise about $70,000 
since sailing is just about the most expen­
sive sport there is,” Masterson said. 
“We’re doing well; we’re up to $22,000 so 
maybe next year.”
To try to reach their goal, the sailors are 
currently selling bags and t-shirts. Next up 
will be belts.
These boats will be useful to both the 
racing team as well as the club sailors. 
Right now, the club is flourishing, with 
many freshmen and sophomores ready to 
take to the water for the first time.
“We have a lot of people who come in 
never having sailed before,” said 
Masterson. “They want to learn and we’re 
very open to it. It makes the team huge.”
Right now, there are not enough boats to 
get everyone on the water at the same time, 
so they have been going out in groups of 
four with an experienced sailor. In addi­
tion, there have been some chalk talk ses­
sions and the chance to observe.
Largess is hoping to get some of the 
club members involved in the regattas 
before the end of the year to fill out the 
ranks of the racing team and give the ath­
letes a taste of the competition.
"----------------------------
We were voted the ‘Most
Up and Coming’ by Sailing 
World Magazine. We want to 
sail on a higher level and be 
with the best.
Marty Masterson ’10
---------------------------------------------  „
While several of the racing athletes 
came in with a lot of competitive expe­
rience, there are several who had never 
had the opportunity to sail before start­
ing college.
“It’s great because I came in never hav­
ing sailed before and now I’m on the A- 
boats,” said senior Emily Gaffney.
With strong leadership in Largess and 
president James Britton, a junior, and a 
booming membership stocked with under­
classmen, the sailing team is primed to 
make waves in the coming seasons.
“We were voted the ‘Most Up and 
Coming’ by Sailing World magazine,” said 
Masterson. “We want to sail on a higher 
level and be with the best.”
This season’s revival is proof that the 
team is making great strides toward 
Masterson’s—and the team’s—goal of 
soon racing with the best.
Warming Up for a Fan-tastic Season Maduro:
by Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor
It is that time of year again, Friar fanatics. 
Even though it is only October, the winter 
sports teams are ready to start practicing for 
their upcoming seasons. And the sports mar­
keting department—along with Student 
Congress and several other campus organiza­
tions—has planned a few opportunities in the 
upcoming weeks for the fans to start warming 
up for another exciting winter of Friar 
Basketball and Hockey.
First up will be the annual men’s hock­
ey home opener scrimmage this Sunday, 
Oct. 7, at 1:00 p.m. in Schneider Arena.
“This is something that used to be a big 
deal that [Head Coach] Tim Army is trying 
to bring back,” said Arthur Parks, 
Associate Athletic Director for Marketing 
and Communications. “It’s a good chance 
for the students to see the team in action 
for the first time.”
The scrimmage will kick off a full week 
of events leading up to Late Night 
Madness on Friday, Oct. 12. On Tuesday, 
Oct. 9, the Board of Programers will base 
the theme of their weekly coffeehouse on 
Madness.
“It will involve the basketball team in 
some way, though the details have not 
been worked out,” said senior Claire 
Seguin, Student Congress chair of Late 
Night Madness. She and her committee of 
eight students have been working tireless­
ly to coordinate the events in the week 
leading up to Madness along with the 
event itself.
One of the highlights of the week will be 
Thursday, Oct. 11, when McPhail’s will 
show classic Friar basketball games all day 
leading up to a Friar trivia night.
“We’re hoping to get the Mai Brown 
Club and the other alumni involved to raise 
participation,” said Seguin.
Late Night Madness really kicks off 
when the doors open at 9:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 12. Students should enter 
through the new Concannon Fitness 
Center and plan to sit with their class. One 
thing that sports marketing is trying for 
this season is to make every game a black 
out at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center. Madness 
will offer students the first chance to show 
this team spirit.
“We’re going to try to do the black out 
at every game,” said Parks. “We want to 
make that a tradition. You wear black to 
every game. We’d like to duplicate [the 
atmosphere at February’s Syracuse game] 
at every game. We know that it will be dif­
ficult to get to that level at every game, but 
we’d like to try.”
Congress will be selling Friar Fanatic t- 
shirts throughout the week and there will 
be several opportunities for students to win 
shirts. The first 1000 students to arrive at 
Madness will receive their shirt free.
Don’t worry, baseball fans. Should the 
Red Sox or the Yankees still be alive in the 
playoff's, a large projection screen will be 
set up so that students can watch the game 
while waiting for the festivities to begin.
“We’ve run into this in the past,” Parks 
explained about the screen. “We were for­
tunate last year that neither team was in it. 
It’s a big deal; we know that and we don’t 
want kids to have to decide between one or 
the other.”
Congress will sponsor Fanatic 101 on 
Friday from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. This event 
will feature more free t-shirts, a pep talk from 
Athletic Director Robert Driscoll, and teach­
ing new chants and cheers that will be used at 
games all season.
In addition to t-shirts, fans will have a 
chance to participate in contests all week for 
other great prizes, like a basketball auto­
graphed by the team and season tickets. In the 
days leading up to the main event on Friday, 
fans will have the opportunity to qualify to 
participate in a three-point shooting contest 
with members of the men’s and women’s bas­
ketball teams as well as a free throw compe­
tition and a dance-off.
“From 10:00 to 10:45p.m., it’s really 
Congress’ show,” said Parks. “We rely on 
them to run the night. It’s a new person 
every year and they always do a great 
job. This is one of the great acts of 
school spirit on campus, but without 
them it’s nothing.”
The women’s basketball team will be 
introduced at 10:45 p.m. and local hip hop 
artist Jon Hope will perform. Hope has 
performed in New England and New York. 
He is currently working on a new CD.
The men’s basketball team will cap 
off the event wheh it takes the floor at 
11:00 p.m.
“It’s a great way to preview the Friars,” 
said Parks. “We have a big year coming 
up.” The team is looking to improve on last 
season when it made the Big East 
Tournament for the first time since 2005 
and played one game in the NIT.
The last big preseason event will come 
on Saturday, Oct. 27, when the men’s team 
plays its traditional Mai Brown scrim­
mage. This year the fanfest that usually 
takes place at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center 
will be held on campus because of the 
ongoing renovations to the Dunk.
“I think this will provide a unique 
opportunity to get the students more 
involved,” said Parks. “There’s going to be 
a rock wall, clowns, [Boston Red Sox mas­
cot] Wally the Green Monster, the game at 
3:00 p.m., and autographs by the men’s 
and women’s basketball teams.”
All of these events will lead up to the 
men’s basketball team’s opener on Friday, 
Nov. 2. The game against Carleton 
University will be played in the Ryan 
Center at the University of Rhode Island 
because the Dunkin’ Donuts Center will 
not be ready. Although the game will not 
be in Providence, it will still count as a 
home game for the Friars and will offer the 
first chance for PC fans to see the 2007-08 
squad in action.
“We’re really excited because this is 
really our team, like any other Division I 
school,” said Seguin. “This is one of sadly 
few events where the school is united. We 
need to try for more unity and to get back 
to the old Friar pride.”
Headed for 
the Pros?
continued from back page
think we can accomplish anything as long 
as we keep our level of concentration and 
commitment to where it needs to be.”
Being one of the older players on the 
team, Maduro knows that he must be a 
leader on and off the field.
“I’ve learned that leading by example is 
very important, especially for the younger 
guys. Along with setting an example, I 
think it’s just as important to open up to all 
the young guys no matter what their age or 
skill level is. It’s important that everyone 
feels comfortable and a part of the team.”
Maduro thinks that he has truly devel­
oped positively not just as a soccer player 
but also as a person here at PC. With all of 
his success on and off the field, I think 
everyone is interested to know what his 
plans are for the future.
“Well it’s a little early in the season to 
be thinking about that,” he said. “But if 
everything works out, I am really hoping 
I’ll be given the chance to play profession­
ally either in America or overseas.”
“It’s been one of my greatest goals ever 
since I started playing soccer when I was 
five. It seems unreal to actually be thinking 
about it coming true, I can’t believe it,” 
Maduro said.
Maduro is truly one of the superior ath­
letes to play soccer here at PC. As a fierce 
competitor, leader, and gentleman, Ryan 
has never lost touch with his roots nor 
become over zealous with his bright 
future. Anyone who has yet to see him play 
should try to get to a game before the sea­
son is over. If you don’t, then the next time 
you see him might be on TV.
Sports
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PC Soccer Opens Big East Home Slate
On the sidelines with Ryan 
Maduro: Jim Elliott ’09 sits 
down with the Big East s 
points leader to discuss life 
on and off the field
by Jim Elliott ’09
Sports Staff
J
ust after being named the Big East 
Offensive player of the week, 
Ryan Maduro ’08 was gracious 
enough to sit down and talk to The 
Cowl. Maduro, first team Pre-season All- 
American and current Big East leading 
point scorer, is a rising star in Division I 
soccer and a top candidate for the Mac 
Herman Award (the Heisman Trophy 
equivalent in soccer). With so much suc­
cess at such a young age, it is interesting to 
know what his early influences and inspi­
ration were.
“I grew up in my grandparents’ house 
and was always surrounded by a large fam­
ily, with at least 10 or 11 people living with 
me, so my true sources of influence and 
support definitely started from my family, 
especially my father,” said Maduro.
“Ever since I was little my father has been 
encouraging me to do my best and to never 
take any success for granted. He always 
reached out to me the most. Growing up in 
poverty in Portugal, my father experienced a 
lot of hardships but never let this ruin his 
outlook on life. He taught me most impor­
tantly to always maintain a level of humility, 
inside and out of soccer.”
Growing up with a large family and 
being a local star from Bristol, R.I., 
Maduro receives an immense amount of 
support from family and friends. 
Interestingly though, Ryan’s “hometown” 
support doesn’t just end in the state of 
Rhode Island but also continues across 
the Atlantic.
“At every home game I’m usually lucky 
enough to have a group of any where from 
20 to 30 friends and family cheering me 
on,” he said. “It gives me an incredible 
amount of comfort and confidence know­
ing they are watching me. Besides my 
family in Rhode Island. I also get a lot of 
support from my relatives in Portugal too. 
Through playing soccer, I’ve been fortu­
nate enough to have gotten the opportunity 
to travel all over the world. The best part of 
this was that I could visit Portugal and 
really connect with my family’s history 
and culture.”
Apart from playing soccer, Maduro 
enjoys spending his free time listening to 
music, joking with friends and enjoying 
his favorite Portuguese dish.
“Currently I’ve been listening to a lot of 
Kanye West, Lupe Fiasco, and Lil’ Wayne. 
I like to hang out with my friends and joke 
around a lot, especially on the field,” he 
said. “I am not as outgoing around people 
I don’t know, I guess I am kind of shy, but 
if I know you then I am almost always try­
ing to get a laugh.”
“Besides music and friends, I love get­
ting the chance to eat my favorite food 
Bife a Portuguesa. It’s made up of steak, 
eggs, rice, and french fries (a true ath­
lete’s meal).”
As one of the five seniors on the men’s 
soccer team, Maduro thinks that this year’s 
team is full of potential and possibility.
“Our team is doing very well. We have 
great team chemistry on and off the field, 
everyone gets along. Our coaching staff is 
great. They keep us on top of our work 
ethic and prepare us for every game. We 
have a ton of great young players mixed 
with older players with experience, the sky 
is truly the limit for us,” Maduro said. “I
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Senior Ryan Maduro becomes 
first Friar in two years to be 
named Big East Offensive 
Player of the Week since 
Eoin Lynch in 2005.
by Ryan Holt ’09 
Sports Staff
The Providence College Men’s Soccer 
Team is off to another solid start in Big East 
play. They defended Glay Field well this 
weekend, beating Syracuse 3-1 on Friday, 
Sept. 28, and earned a hard 
MEN’S fought draw against St. 
SOCCER John’s on Sunday, Sept. 30.
The Friars earned four points 
this weekend, giving them seven in total in 
conference, good enough for third place in 
the Big East Blue Division.
The Friars made their presence known 
early in Friday’s game with the Orange. In 
the seventh minute, sophomore Jonathan 
Medcalf scored his fifth goal of the season, 
giving PC a 1-0 lead.
All-American senior Ryan Maduro dou­
bled the Friars’ lead with just seconds 
remaining in the first half, with his first of 
two goals in the match.
Syracuse’s Hansen Woodruff scored 
early in the second half to bring the Orange 
within one. The Orange’s dream of a come­
back would be dashed by Maduro, who in 
the 69th minute, scored, giving the Friars a 
3-1 advantage, which would turn out to be 
the final score.
On Sunday, there was no scoring to speak 
of. Instead, the story was excellent goal­
keeping by both junior Timothy Murray of 
PC and Jason Landers of St. John’s. Both 
shut the other offense out, combining for a 
0-0 draw.
Both the Friars and the Red Storm had 
several opportunities to score, but were 
denied by the keepers.
Murray credits his teammates for the 
shutout, saying, “The team played well 
together defensively on Sunday. It took 110
Still Racing Toward Her Dreams
This week, Mollie Quinn ’09 sits down 
with former Friar star Amy Rudolph to 
reflect on her life both on and off the 
course since graduating from Providence 
College and competing in two Olympics 
in track and field.
by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Staff
“A happy runner is a fast runner,” says 
PC’s volunteer women’s track and cross 
country coach and full-time runner, Amy 
Rudolph, to other runners. While this 
advice may seem simple and basic, it is 
infused with years of first-hand knowledge 
and experience. Rudolph, a 1995 graduate 
of Providence College, is not only one of 
the most prolific athletes in the College’s 
history, but was also a member of the 1996 
and 2000 U.S. Olympic Team. Her suc­
cess, which did not come overnight, was 
greatly influenced by the help of her fami­
ly and coaches.
Even today, Rudolph is obviously driv­
en, and her attitude quickly demonstrates 
her need to give 100%. She also never for­
gets the real reason she continues to do 
what she does; her pure love for running. It 
is this down to earth attitude combined 
with her competitive spirit that makes her 
an unstoppable force, while still she 
remains remarkably grounded.
Rudolph’s running career began the day 
her dad quit smoking. As a little girl, 
Rudolph embarked with her dad on his
COURTESY OF BRIAN BALLWEG
Offensive standout Ryan Maduro ’08 has proven all season why he is on the Mac 
Herman Trophy list.
minutes of commitment from the entire 
team to keep the shutout. The team did a 
good job going to work in the final third of 
the field, limiting the number of quality 
shots that St. John’s had.”
Overall, it was a good weekend for the 
Friars, who are satisfied with the results.
“Last weekend’s games went pretty well 
for us, although we would have like to get 
all six points we will settle for the four we
Life
After PC
Editor's Note: Throughout the course of 
the semester, the Sports staff will exam­
ine the prospects of several former 
Friar athletes in a feature we like to 
call “Life After PC. ”
attempt to become fit and healthy. 
Running around the neighborhood, 
Rudolph was soon able to keep up with 
her dad, going farther each time. 
Eventually, she joined a small running 
club at her Pennsylvania elementary 
school, traveling to informal meets on 
weekends and in the summer. Realizing 
her talent at a young age, her family 
moved to a nearby town that had a better 
track program. By the time Rudolph 
entered middle school, she was already 
running with the high school team.
After receiving many recruiting letters, 
Rudolph made her first official visit to PC. 
Originally destined for Villanova, her atti­
tude quickly changed the moment she 
stepped on campus. Rudolph remembers 
getting the sense that PC was the right 
got from the two games,” said Maduro. 
“They were good results but it was just a 
starting point for our team. We know we 
have a lot more hard work to do before we 
can really be excited.”
Murray agreed, “Every athlete is com­
petitive and wants to win every game, but at 
the end of the season it’s the points that 
matter. When you can come away from a
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choice for her and how she immediately 
clicked with Head Coach Ray Treacy.
“Ray and I hit it off from the start,” said 
Rudolph. “I had a gut feeling that I should 
go here, and I am so thankful that I fol­
lowed it.”
Rudolph arrived at Providence 
College filled with the normal emotions 
of a new-comer.
“Freshman year was just a survival year 
academically and athletically,” she 
recalled. “I went from being the best one 
on the team and faster than all the boys, to 
being on a team with seven or eight girls 
who were stronger and fitter than I was.”
After making it through her freshmen 
year, Rudolph went home that summer 
with paperwork regarding the athletic 
scholarship which was allowing her to 
attend Providence College. It was at that 
point she realized the great opportunity she 
had been given and made it her goal to 
excel during the next three years.
Always mindful of that goal, Rudolph’s 
career quickly shot off. She was a 10-time 
All American, captured two NCAA titles 
in 1994 in the indoor mile and outdoors in 
the 1,500 meters, and won five Big East 
titles in her four years as a Friar.
For Rudolph, there is not one specific 
achievement in her Providence career that 
stands out; rather it is the memory that she 
was part of a bigger tradition.
“I had watched the older girls succeed,
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